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Ten Thoughts on Tithing 


1. It costs a good deal to pay the tithe to the Lord, but it costs a good 
deal more not to pay it—Whalon. 


2. The Christian Church has fallen below even the Jewish low-water 
mark of a single tithe——Geo. Sherwood Eddy. 


8. “All the tithe of the land is the Lord’s,” and not to pay it is rob- 
bing Him: and that is a sure way to bring down His displeasure.—Bailey. 


4. To dedicate the tenth of what we have is mere duty; charity begins 
beyond. it; free-will offerings beyond that again.—Francis Havergal. 


5. We may safely take the tenth as a starting point, for there are few 
who would care to give less than the heathen and the Jew.—Wm. H. Salimon. 


6. In the sight of Christ’s teaching, the “whole tithe” for us may be 
more than a tenth. Jacob had no church to support, and the Jews no world 
to evangelize—Geo. Sherwood Eddy. 


7. The man who prays “Thy kingdom come” and does not give some 
just proportion of his income to promote His kingdom, is a conscious or 
unconscious hypocrite.—F’. E. Clark. 


8. Christians should regard money as a trust. They are stewards of 
Jesus Christ for everything they have; and they ought to see His image 
and superscription on every dollar they possess.—T. L. Cuyler. 


9. A tenth of his income was required of the Jew to be set apart and 
sacredly devoted to God’s treasury. And this was the first tenth, and not 
the last tenth; the “first fruits,” and not the dregs and leavings.—A. J. 
Gordon, 


10. Some of us could tell of such sweet and singular lessons of trust 
in this matter of tithing that they are written in golden letters of love in 
our memory. Of course there will be trials of our faith in this, as in all 
else.—Francis Ridley Havergal. 
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999—Who Made the Moral Law? 


Question—Who made the moral law and affixed the 
penalties ?—B. H. Chrisman. 


Get your Bible and turn to Exod. 20: 1. 
That says God spake all these words of the 
moral law. That is as clear as the sun at 
noon on a cloudless day. Of course, only 
the Author of the law could affix the pen- 
alties. Hence we read in Gen. 3: 13-19 of 
the penalties of sin. Read also Ezek. 18: 13- 
20. God is the Author of the moral law 
and of its penalties. 





1000—What Is Wealth? 


Question—In question No. 968, you refer to the 
wealth of the United States, etc. You also cite the 
wealth of the banks, referring to the great amount 
of money they have. May I ask: Is money wealth? 
If not, what is wealth? Of course, the question is 
asked from the material view-point.—E. H. W. 


Webster says wealth is large possessions, 
comparative abundance of things which are 
objects of human desire. In a private sense, 
all property which has a money value. I 
should therefore say that money is wealth 
as far as it goes, considered from a material 
standpoint. It is not all of wealth, but it is 
a part of it, in common with other earthly 
possessions. As to why money is wealth, I 
presume it is because it will help a man to 
get what he may desire of this world’s goods. 





1001—How Long Does God Punish? 


Question—Does God send men to hell to be punished 
as long as God exists?—B. H. Chrisman. 


The Bible says they that be on the left 
hand of God are to go into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels. This 
seems to have been the understanding of 
inspired men in Old Testament times. Turn 
Isa. 33:14. The dwelling-place of the right- 
eous is named in verses 15-17 of the same 
chapter. It seems beyond all question that 
heaven, as the home of the saved, will stand 
forever. That being true, I do not see how 
hell can be of shorter duration. God will 
likely exist forever, and just that long, says 
the Word, shall the wicked exist. If you 
will turn to Rev. 20:10, 15, you will see 
that this idea was holding good down to 
the time of the closing of the Bible. You 
can do as you like, but as a child of God, I 
am afraid to trust to any thought, as to my 
salvation, other than as the Lord God hath 
spoken it. I know the modern view of hell 
does not accept such thoughts, but I also 
know that the Word of the Lord does teach 
these ideas, and I dare not turn from them. 





1002—Suicide Increasing 


Question—Is suicide in the United States on the 
increase ? 


According to The Spectator, in thirty-one 
cities in the United States there were 1,786 
persons who committed suicide during the 
year 1916. That was in thirty-one cities. 
In the United States there were not 
less than 7,500 persons to take their own 
lives during 1916. It seems that the South 
had the largest per cent. per thousand. This 
situation is attributed to the fact that the 
South has many colored people, whe value 
human life far more cheaply than do the 
white people, as a rule. The Chattanooga 


OUR QUESTION BOX 


News declares that the rate in the South 
is too high, and that the presence of such 
a large number of colored people is no ex- 
cuse for this large number of suicides. Day- 
ton, Ohio, is the sixth city in point of the 
largest number of suicides per thousand. 
Here the Dayton Daily News offers as an 
excuse the fact that since Dayton became 
such a center for munition works, a large 
floating population has been attracted there. 
But that is true of other cities—they, too, be- 
came the centers of floating population, but 
they did not have so many suicides. If The 
News had said that a combination of a float- 
ing population and the saloon accounted for 
this excess, it would have been nearer right, 
and yet both of these conditions prevailed 
in many of the larger cities, where the sui- 
cide rate was much smaller. Who can give 
the real reason for Dayton standing as the 
sixth city in the nation, whose per cent. of 
suicides was so high? How dreadful it is 
to have men and women taking their own 
lives and destroying them, when they are 
given to them for such noble ends and holy 
purposes! 





1003—Are Heaven and Hell Places? 


Question—Are heaven and hell places in the next 
world? If so, who created them?—B. H. Chrisman. 


According to the Word of God, heaven is 
a place. It is so stated in 1 Kings 8: 30, 
where it is spoken of as the dwelling-place 
of God. In 2 Chron. 30: 27, heaven is spok- 
en of as God’s holy dwelling-place. In 
Psalms 123:1, heaven is spoken of as a 
dwelling-place. If the earth is a place, 
heaven must be also, for in Isa. 66:1, one 
is spoken of as the throne of God and the 
other, the earth, as His footstool. This same 
thought is repeated in Acts 7:49. In the 
same verse, heaven is spoken of as a place. 
Were it necessary, many other passages 
might be cited to prove that heaven is a 
place. Of course, as a part of God’s uni- 
verse, He made it. 


Yes, I think, too, that hell is a place. I 
think so because Jesus said so. In Matt. 
25: 41, Jesus declared that hell is a place of 
everlasting fire, and then He adds that it 
was prepared for the devil and his angels. 
God did not make hell to be the place of 
abode for men and women of this earth— 
it was made for the devil and his angels. 
Some other people seem to go there only 
because they refuse the privilege of living 
in heaven, and as there are only two places 
for the abode of people in the other world, 
so far as we know, and, refusing to live with 
God and the angels, the wicked go to hell, 
but the fault is their own. Heaven was 
made for the redeemed, and hell was made 
for the devil and His angels. Surely God 
made hell as a place of abode for the devil 
and his angels—not for the righteous. The 
wicked seem to prefer the company of the 
devil and his angels, rather than heaven 
and the company of God, Jesus, and the good 
of all lands. It is on this account that the 
wicked go to hell. It is a matter of their 


own choosing. It is sometimes said that God 
is too good to send men to hell. Quite like- 


ly that is true. God has said that He would 
have all saved, only they refuse the priv- 
ilege. When men refuse heaven and beg to 
be permitted to go to hell, they go on their 
own choice and request. Who is to blame? 
No one but themselves—certainly not God. 





1004—President Wilson’s Peace Terms 


Question—I hear much said of the terms of peace 
as laid down by President Wilson. Can you tell me 
what his terms are? 


Yes, in The Literary Digest of January 
19, 1918, the substance of what President 
Wilson demands as the price of peace at 
this time are given as follows: 


The President’s peace terms require three 
stupendous concessions on the part of Ger- 
many. They demand that she shall consent 
to the destruction of her great scheme of 
Mitteleuropa; that she and her allies shall 
surrender 210,000 square miles of conquered 
territory, inhabited by 40,000,000, an area 
greater than that of Germany before the 
war and a population in excess of that of 
France in 1911, and, finally, that Germany, 
Austria, and Turkey shall cede territory 
their possession when the war broke out. 

Looked at from the point of view of the 
Mitteleuropa scheme, the President’s terms 
cut this grandiose creation by restoring 
Roumania and Servia and bestowing upon 
the latter a seacoast, obviously in Albania. 
It was to break down such a barrier that 
Austria, at Germany’s direction, assailed 
Servia in July, 1914, and produced the world 
war. When Servia and Roumania have been 
restored, Bulgaria and Turkey will be cut 
off from Austria and Germany. 

But the amputation at the waist, if one 
may use this figure, is accompanied by sim- 
ilar operations on all four limbs. Of the 
two arms of Mittelewropa, that extending 
westward through Belgium to the coast is 
eliminated by the restoration of Belgium, 
that which extends eastward to Riga is cut 
off by the creation of a free Poland, having 
Danzig as a seaport, and by the restoration 
to Russia of the remainder of Russian lands 
conquered by the Germans and the Aus- 
trians. In the same way, by depriving the 
Turk of his Mesopotamian and Syrian lands, 
as well as his Armenian provinces, Presi- 
dent Wilson takes off both legs. 


But the President does not stop there. 
He not only insists upon the restitution by 
Germany and Austria of all the lands taken 
in the present war; he demands that Ger- 
many shall cede Alsace-Lorraine to France 
and the Polish districts of Prussia to the 
new Poland. By these two cessions Ger- 
many would lose more than 12,000 square 
miles and between 5,000,000 and 6,000,000 
of people which were hers before the present 
war. Austria would, in the same fashion, 
have to give up Trieste and the Trentino, 
with nearly a million people and four or 
five thousand square miles, as well as 
the Polish half of Silesia, containing 6,000,- 
000 people. 

Finally, Turkey, under the President’s 

would i 


proposal, ose Arabia, Armenia, 
Syria, Palestine, and Mesopotamia. That is 
about one-half of the Turkish Empire, and 


no less than 7,000,000 people—a full third 
of the population of the Empire. The Turk 
would be restricted to the Anatolian district, 
in which the Osmanli element predominates, 
and he would lose his hold upon the holy 
cities of Mekka, Medina, and Jerusalem. 

President Wilson has gone far beyond 
Lloyd George in the matter of Poland, Rus- 
sia, and Austria-Hun . He has reechoed 
the British Prime ister’s terms in the 
Balkans, in Asiatic Turkey, in Belgium, and 
in the matter of ‘Kishen Lenvein the 
Italian Irredenta. 
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“Earnestly Contend for the Faith Which Was 


Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 











A VITAL QUESTION IN CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 


HERE is hardly a field in all Christian 
thought where we are more likely to 
meet with a variety of opinions than in 

the sphere of Christian experience, and yet 
it is evidently a matter of no little im- 
portance to believers. Two points of evi- 
dence are involved. 1. The fact of the 
new life. 2. The living witness to this fact. 
There can be no witness to a fact which 
does not exist. If you possess a gift of 
rare blessing, it is of the highest importance 
that its possessor should be made conscious 
of such possession. Merely professing to 
have the gift will not do at all. If you are 
to share in the blessing it brings, you must 
know that you have it. 

Paul presents the thought of the Christian 
life from this standpoint in Romans 8: 15, 
16. In these verses are some mountain 
peaks of Christian experience. In the first 
place, Paul asserts the fact that in people 
who have received the Spirit of adoption 
there is the abiding assurance of childhood 
—it is by this Spirit of adoption that we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” In other words, we can- 
not get the cry of childhood till we have 
been born into the family. A dead child 
does not cry, but a living child asserts 
his life as a reality by the cry of the out- 
bursting life that is within. This brings 
us face to face with a vital doctrine, the 
witness of the Spirit, for in verse 16 Paul 
expressly says: “The Spirit bears witness 
with our spirits that we are the children 
of God.” Here we get the doctrine of the 
witness of the Spirit, now all too little 
taught in the pulpits and Sunday-schools of 
this land. We venture to express the opin- 
ion that comparatively very few of the 
church members to-day could give an intelli- 
gent idea of the truth of the witness of the 
Spirit as a matter of personal experience 
of their own. Alas, for the thought! 

Note just here a pivotal fact. There are 
two things which cannot be verified: 1. 
If there be no new birth in your life, you 
cannot know that you have it. You cannot 
be assured of a fact which does not exisv. 
2. If there be no new birth in your experi- 
ence, not only can you not know it, but the 
Holy Spirit cannot bear witness to it. 

No truthful person can bear witness to a 
lie. As the Holy Spirit always knows the 
truth, He cannot bear witness to the new 
birth in the heart and life of one who does 
not possess the gift. Many people profess 
not to believe in the witness of the Spirit. 
There is a good reason. If you have not 
the new birth, you cannot have the witness 
to it, as the Spirit cannot and will not bear 
witness to a falsehood. The fact that you 
know nothing personally of the witness of 
the Spirit is no evidence whatever that there 
is no such thing in the Christian life. Bear 
in mind that in the absence of the new life, 
no such thing as the witness of the Spirit 
can be given, and for the reason that it 
does not exist in your case. 

You ask, What is the witness of the Spir- 
it? You might as well ask, What is the 





witness of the shining of the sun upon an 
individual? The sun pours its warm rays 
upon the person of an individual, and though 
he may be blind, he knows that the sun is 
shining upon him. The sun makes him know 
it by the warmth which he feels from its 
presence. So we might say as to the witness 
of the Spirit coming upon one. He knows 
it by the inner experience which it awakens 
in his own mind and heart. This is the 
evidence of the witness of the Spirit. God 
having put His life into your life, it asserts 
itself and stirs you till you know that this 
life is living in you. That is the witness 
of the Spirit. You must seek and receive 
the new birth before the Spirit can bear 
witness to its presence. In the absence of 
the new birth, the Spirit cannot and will not 
give you assurance of its presence. If you 
are to have the witness of the Spirit, you 
must first receive the gift, and then that 
life will begin to cry: “Abba, Father!” 
When that cry is heard, then will the wit- 
ness of the Spirit be given, and we shall 
know that we are the children of God, and 
knowing the fact will work a spiritual rev- 
olution in your life. 

The reason so many people do not have 
this witness of the Spirit is due to the fact 
that they have not sought and received the 
new birth, and of course, the Spirit cannot 
bear witness to what is not true! This may 
be the explanation why so many people do 
not believe that there is any witness of the 
Spirit to one’s salvation. Not having ex- 
perienced such a blessing, they have per- 
suaded themselves that there is no such 
experience, that what is supposed to be the 
witness of the Spirit in one’s salvation is 
nothing more or less than imagination 
wrought up under excitement. But that is 
a mistake. If anything is plainly taught 
in the Word of God, more plainly than any 
other, it seems to us that it is the new birth 
and the witness of the Spirit. If our read- 
ers have not had such experiences in their 
Christian life, we come to beg them not to 
wait for further impression in this direction, 
but begin at once to seek and to continue 
seeking till the experience is given. The wit- 
ness of the Spirit, we believe, is for every 
true child of God, if faithfully and earnestly 
sought. Then, too, it is practically certain 
that no Christian can do much in the Mas- 
ter’s service till he has had such an ex- 
perience. It is as essential to the real 
Christian life and service as is the shining 
of the sun to the growth of flowers. 

We hope to continue some phase of this 
question next week, meanwhile, let us be 
praying for light that we may see and know 
the truth and embrace it and so come to our 
best in Christ. 


LET SNOBBERY DIE, OR KILL IT 
If there be any one thing in the public life 
of this nation which merits death on its own 
account, it is snobbery. Do you know what 
that is? Well, read this article and you 


may learn. If there be anything among 
men, who are worthy the name, which is 
contemptible beyond endurance, it is this 
miserable snobbery, as it occurs in the army 
and navy. Because a man is an officer is no 
reason why he is necessarily any better than 
a man who is a private, and yet we are led 
to believe that there are many men in the 
service of the United States army and navy, 
who because they fill some official position, 
look upon themselves as the lords of the 
land, while they look upon the man who is in 
the ranks as their servants, and it is said 
that some of these officers take special pains 
to make the man who is in the ranks feel 
that he is an underling, and therefore the 
servant of the officer. Such conduct is con- 
temptible. If we had our way, in all such 
cases where the underling had ability to fill 


*the position of the “upper snob,” we would 


at once reduce such an officer to the ranks 
and put the underling in charge, and when 
that could not be done, we would seek some 
man who has the common instincts of a 
man in him, and we would put him in charge 
to rule over the man who had shown himself 
capable of such miserable treatment of his 
fellows. At any cost, we would seek to get 
clear of the man who is capable of treating 
his fellow men in such a contemptible way. 
While the matter is up, we suggest that the 
press might take up the issue and press it, 
till snobbery is crushed forever. The fact 
that a man is an officer does not give him 
the privilege to show himself less than a 
man, that he may seem to be above his fel- 
lows. If there is anything that is disgust- 
ing in human nature, it is to see an officer 
strutting around to show his authority by 
humiliating the men who are under him. It 
is contemptible, and no man shall ever have 
our vote for the presidency who approves of 
any such pretenses to superiority among his 
fellows. A man who is superior, indeed, 
does not have to resort to any such tactics 
to show his superiority—real worth shows 
its presence without any such credentials. 
We commend to the attention of our read- 
ers the following editorial, clipped from the 
Biblical Recorder, bearing on this matter: 


A BLOW AT SNOBBERY 


Perhaps there is no other department of 
our Government in which there has been 
more snobbery than in the army and navy. 
Secretary Josephus Daniels incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the nabobs in the navy by his 
order which tended to knock out the snob- 
bery. We learned from a very reliable 
source some time ago that at one of our 
camps in a neighboring State there was 
quite a distinction between the officers and 
the enlisted men in the camps. In the near- 
by city separate places of entertainment 
were provided. There was a certain club 
maintained for the officers, and another for 
those in the ranks. The officers were re- 
garded as belonging to a different social 
set. It is said that this came from England 
where class distinction has been the law for 
centuries, and our authorities have fallen 
in with this miserable and undemocratic cus- 
tom of making these social distinctions. It 
was very refreshing to read in the morning 
papers last week that General H. A. Greene, 
who has charge of Lewis near Ta- 
coma, Washington, has sent out an order 
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that there is to be no army snobbery among 
his men. He says that this is an army of 
democracy and it must be democratic and 
that men of his command may meet as social 
equals outside the cantonment. Inside the 
camp, he says, discipline requires strict ad- 
herence to the laws of military courtesy. 
“In the camp there is no society—only 
work,” says General Greene. This army 
officer who has the true American ideal, 
practices what he preaches. He met an 
enlisted man in a home in Tacoma the other 
day. There was a moment’s embarrassment 
on the part of the enlisted man, but the 
General soon relieved the situation by shak- 
ing hands with the man from the ranks and 
they talked together as Americans should. 
“Why shouldn’t we?” said General Greene. 
“By birth, breeding, and education he was 
my social equal. Why should we behave 
other than like two gentlemen in the pres- 
ence of a lady?” 

That there is quite a good deal of snob- 
bery in our country is painfully true. This 
is one of the things we have gotten from 
England which has no place in a democracy. 
Here is an army fighting “to make the world 
safe for democracy,” and yet practicing a 
snobbery that is amusing even to England 
who is pastmaster at that business. We 
have perhaps more of class distinction in 
New England than anywhere else in the 
country, but we of the South have brought 
over quite a good deal of it from the days 
of slavery, when a distinction was made 
between the old Southern planter and the 
man who did not hold slaves. The most 
democratic part of our country is the great 
West, and it is not surprising that this 
order, which is truly democratic, should 
come from a commander in the West. There 
are many other things we could say on this 
subject, but shall leave them for another 
time. 

Since writing the above, we are pleased to 
note that Senator Overman has taken up the 
matter of snobbery in the camps for investi- 
gation by the Senate. His attention has 
been called to this miserable Anglican cus- 
tom which is said to prevail in Camp Greene, 
near Charlotte. Camp Greene evidently 
needs General Greene in command for a lit- 
tle while. 

The Greensboro News of December 15 
carried a statement which stirred Congress. 
Representative Miller, who has recently 
visited the armies in France, states that he 
saw men in the ranks—American citizens— 
subjected to great humiliation by the officers. 
Cultured gentlemen were made to black the 
shoes of these snobs who have been commis- 
sioned by the United States as officers in 
our great American army. Unless condi- 
tions improve along this line, we will come 
out of this war, if God lets us win the vic- 
tory, a more undemocratic nation than we 
entered into it. Congress should get to the 
very root of this matter and relieve these 
snobs in the army of the little brief author- 
ity which has been given them. 


CAN TRUTH STAND ON A FALSE 
BASIS? 


(Number Two) 


In our last issue we undertook to show 
that German scholars are by no means a 
unit in supporting Darwinian Evolution. 
Many German scientists not only refuse ap- 
proval to the theory of Evolution, as taught 
by Darwin, but they go further and repudi- 
ate it as error, clearly showing that the 
claim of modern scholarship to the effect 
that scholars throughout the world are 
agreed in its favor, cannot be true. A great 
number of the learned men of the world, 
and some of them are men who make no pre- 
tensions to religion, stand unfalteringly 
against the claim that evolution is true. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Let us spend a brief moment in examining 
the attitude of French scholars toward Evo- 
lution as a science. We shall find that they 
are ‘equally divided, with many of their 
leading scholars not accepting the teachings 
of Evolution at all. The Marquis de Nadail- 
lac has ridiculed the science of Evolution, 
falsely so called, as baseless assumptions, 
employed to bolster up the claim that man 
was not created, as a man, but as a member 
of a lower order of creation, having devel- 
oped gradually into the higher order of be- 
ing, declaring that there is nothing in Evo- 
lution to sustain the claims of Evolution. 

Stanislaus Meunier of the Paris Museum 
in The Scientific Review for December, 1903, 
sets up a strong claim in favor of special 
creations by divine power. This again 
breaks the claim that scholarship is a unit 
in favor of Evolution, and more, it sets up 
from a scientific standpoint the reliability 
of the Biblical account of creation, so mak- 
ing the much-talked-of clan of Evolution a 
mere bubble of no special weight and of less 
value. It may help some to fear not, to 
know that many scientific men stand with 
the Bible in holding that the world that now 
is is the product of the creative hand of God. 
Meunier says in a most emphatic way: “The 
cause of life and its manifestations is ex- 
terior to earth and anterior to our world.” 
That is, as we see it, in harmony with Bible 
teaching. Thus again the rank of the mod- 
ern scholar is broken in favor of the claims 
of the Bible. 


The well-known French writer, Bergson, 
takes his stand against the Darwinian the- 
ory of Evolution, when he says: “Apart 
from the question to what extent the theory 
of Evolution describes the facts and to what 
extent it symbolizes them, there is nothing 
in it that is irreconcilable with the doctrines 
it has aimed to replace, even with that of 
special creations, to which it is usually op- 
posed.” See the English edition of Berg- 
son’s Creative Evolution, page 27. 

The fact that all modern scholars do not 
stand for Evolution, Materialism, New The- 
ology, or Higher Criticism. seems beyond 
question. It would therefore seem that com- 
mon honesty should prompt these men to 
drop their proud boasts that the scholarship 
of the world is with them in maintaining 
these various cults, since the claim is not 
true! 

It is time that all this talk of science in- 
validating the teachings of the Bible, as the 
revealed will of God, should be laid aside, 
to make room for the freer and fuller use of 
that Book, at least among people who wish 
to be found living in the light of divine 
truth. Seeing scientists are themselves not 
agreed, even on the main questions involved 
in the matters of modern scholarship, it does 
seem that all Christian men and women 
should stand by the Word of God in its mes- 
sages of salvation to a lost world. 

If all the French scholars of modern 
times were against the Bible (they are not), 
it would still be entitled to the confidence of 
the men and women of all lands, not because 
the French scholars are for it, or against 
it, but because to open minds and hearts, the 
Bible is itself its own best defender under 
the illumination of the Spirit. Its own in- 
ternal evidence of its truth and power in 
human life stand out pre-eminently as the 
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unassailable witnesses for the Great Book 
as the revealed will of God. 


The Bible is God-given, and as such, it 
asks no favors of men, nor of modern schol- 
arship. It stands not in the wisdom of men, 
but in the power of God—it is His Word and 
therefore it cannot fail. It came to man, 
not by his will, nor by his power, not even on 
his call, but by the power of God. It has 
lived through thousands of years, literally 
fighting its way for its existence, and it has 
so far gained a glorious victory. Men have 
opposed it, but only with the success of the 
man who spent his days shooting at the sun 
—the sun did not even hear of the shooting, 
but went on its way shining, as if no oppo- 
sition had ever been heard of on earth. So 
it is with the Bible. It does not ask scien- 
tists for their approval, nor for their per- 
mission to circulate among men—in its own 
God-given power it goes forward, giving 
light to a world that is wrapped in the dark- 
ness of sin. It wins its way to the hearts of 
the people by meeting their needs and bless- 
ing fallen humanity. If the scientist must 
roar against the Bible, let him roar, but let 
the children of God know that all is well 
with them that obey God as revealed to us 
in the Bible. 








Mentionings 


*** Tn a late report of Rev. John Blood, 
Treasurer of Franklinton Christian College, 
Swansea, Mass., was credited with $1.00. 
It should have been $5.00. The error was 
typographical. 


*** Rev. A. G. Utter would be pleased to 
supply any church that can be reached from 
his home in East Rochester, N. Y., by rail, 
not too far away. Address him at 7 Cedar 
Street, East Rochester, N. Y. 


*** Permit me to say that in my opinion 
there is no periodical of my acquaintance 
of a religious character that excels, in every 
respect THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 
May the Lord give you strength of body 
and mind to still continue to herald the gos- 
pel of liberty to a lost and sinful world is 
my prayer.—Franklin Babb, Lees Creek, O. 


*** Brother James E. Gray, of Rinard, 
Illinois, is at Kingswood College, Kingswood, 
Kentucky, taking a course of study in 
Ethics, Theology, and Homiletics. Brother 
Gray is a layman, but it will not be any 
surprise to us if he does not very soon enter 
the ministry. He is a splendid brother and, 
if the Lord is calling him, we shall expect 
him soon to answer: “Here am I—send me.” 


*** We wish to direct the attention of 
all our Christian churches in Ohio to the 
message elsewhere in this issue from Rev. 
H. Russell Clem, President of the Ohio State 
Christian Association. The plan presented 
is an excellent one—one of the most prac- 
tical and constructive steps taken in a long 
while for our work in Ohio. It is designed 
to help our weak churches—give them a 
chance to get to work again. We wish many 
may lend a hand to this good work. Read 
Brother Clem’s announcement, and if you 
need more information, write to him at 
Springfield, Ohio. See page 12. 








*** Rev. M. T. Morrill, D. D., has been 
confined to his room for several days since 
his return from New York. We sincerely 
wish for him a speedy recovery. 


*** On page 20 will be found an inter- 
esting letter from Dr. D. A. Long, which, 
though only intended as a private note, to 
the editor, we give to our readers becausc 
of its reminiscent character. 


*** Rev. H. E. Rountree, chaplain in the 
navy, now located at Portsmouth, N. H., is 
developing, as we believe, along spiritual 
lines. Brother Rountree, can you find our 
church in Portsmouth? If so, tell us of its 
work. 


*** The First Christian church of New- 
ark, N. Y., is in need of a pastor. Any 
one desiring to correspond with the church, 
with a view to locating as its pastor, may 
write to Mrs. Charles Boice, Newfield, N. Y., 
R. D. 28. 


*** Do not miss the announcement on 
page twelve, by Rev. H. Russell Clem. The 
churches of Ohio cannot afford to pass by 
without attention such propositions. There 
are two of them, one to the weak churches 
and one to the strong churches. 


*** Tt is Grandfather Bennett now. A 
son was recently born to Rev. Lloyd Reich 
and wife. Mrs. Reich is a daughter of Rev. 
Austin H. Bennett, Olney, Ill. We tender 
best wishes for the happy young parents and 
the son, and may he be kept in the line of 
usefulness of his fathers. 


*** We made a survey of the community 
not many weeks ago. We found that we 
have something over 150 families which 
claim the the Christian Church as their 
home. We also discovered that we have 
more than 500 people in the town of New- 
market.—Rev. A. E. Bagby, Newmarket, 
Canada. 


*** Rev. S. Q. Helfenstein wishes to se- 
cure a copy of the biography of the late 
Rev. Matthew Gardner. If any HERALD 
reader has a copy, which he may be willing 
to sell, please report that fact to Rev. S. Q. 
Helfenstein, D. D., C. P. A. Building, Day- 
ton, Ohio, stating the price at which you 
will sell the book. 


*** “The Man With a Gun,” is the rather 
unique title of a forty-eight-page booklet, 
which The International Purity Association 
is putting out—specially for the soldiers. It 
has a noble purpose and we hope it may 
have a large circulation, not only among the 
soldiers, but among other men as well. Ad- 
dress Rev. Albert Godley, Tenafly, N. J. 


*** We are not in the habit of saying 
much by way of appreciation of the noble 
and self-sacrificing wives of our hard-work- 
ed ministers, they who preside over the 
home, when the minister is away in his 
Master’s business. They are heroines of the 
first order. Although they are forgotten in 
the rush of life, yet they are kept in mind 
by the Rewarder of the faithful. 


*** T write but fewlettersto any American 
friends, except those to the Mission Secre- 
tary and to a very few near relatives. But 
I am not forgetting the brethren. I also 
appreciate the weekly visits of THE HERALD, 
of which I have been a constant reader for 
thirty years.—Rev. E. C. Fry, Utsunomiya, 
Japan. 


*** Rev. Stanley W. Harrell, pastor at 
Windsor, Va., and other near-by churches, 
has resigned and accepted a chaplaincy in 
the U. S. army or navy, the report does 
not say which. This leaves a large field 
without service, but it is hoped that it may 
be speedily supplied. Brother Harrell may 
be more needed in the service of the gov- 
ernment, but he has left a very deserving 
field. 


*** Tn one of our exchanges we picked up 
the other day we saw this: “Observation 
has confirmed us in the opinion that nine- 
tenths of the heresy emanates from the pul- 
pit, rather than the pew. No layman has 
ever originated a great heresy.” If he ever 
did, we do not now recall the instance. Her- 
esy, as we understand it, nearly always has 
its source in the head, rather than the heart. 
When a man gets to thinking he knows more 
than the Author of the Word, it is practical- 
ly always due to a lack of the Spirit of 
Christ. Brethren, we would not irritate, 
but we would love to awaken your head, as 
well as your heart, to its need of Christ. 


*** Here is good doctrine. It is from the 
pen of Rev. W. D. Nowlin, D. D., associate 
editor of The Western Recorder: “Where 
there is no real conviction for sin, there can 
be no real repentance of sin; and where 
there is no real repentance or turning away 
from sin, there can be no real faith, or lay- 
ing hold upon Christ; and where there is no 
real faith in Christ, there can be no real 
salvation through Christ.” That is a chain 
which we do not believe even a new theology 
man could break. We wish the pulpit would 
sound out so loud that truth that the people 
everywhere could be aroused to realize its 
meaning. Brother Nowlin, give us some 
more of the same class of teaching. That is 
not necessarily denominational teaching, it 
is Scriptural. 


*** T have just learned of the death of 
Rev. E. A. Coil, pastor of the Unitarian 
church at Marietta, Ohio. He was from 
home at the time of his death, which occur- 
red at Athens, Ohio. Dr. Coil was one of the 
good men of earth. He was one of the Union 
Christian College boys and was for a num- 
ber of years a member of the Northwestern 
Ohio Christian Conference. He began 
his ministry with me, and he had many warm 
friends in the conference. Up till the time 
of his death, he was free to speak in public 
of the time he spent with us as a minister. 
He had been pastor of the Marietta, Ohio, 
church for twenty-five years. A minister 
of the Congregational Church said to me 
that Dr. Coil was one of the most conscien- 
tious men he ever knew. Just two weeks 
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before his death he was in Toledo, Ohio, and 
called me over the phone to come over and 
take dinner with him. It was a good visit. 
When the hour of separation came he said: 
“Let us step out to one side, and there he 
offered up a prayer to God to keep us pure 
and make us useful in the world, and at last 
to bring us unto Himself in the full enjoy- 
ment of the Heavenly Home. He was reared 
near Spencerville, Ohio. It was there he 
began his Christian life. He was fifty-nine 
years old and was planning to meet with 
the Northwestern Ohio Christian Confer- 
ence. He and Rev. C. J. Hance were very 
close friends.—Rev. G. B. Garner, D. D., 
Berkey, Ohio. 


, *** The Jews invoked the curse of heaven 
on their children in their desperate crime 
against the Son of God, and whether their 
prayer has had anything to do with the sit- 
uation in modern history as it relates to the 
Jews, their posterity has certainly reaped a 
fearful and terrible reward, not only in this 
present time, but throughout their wonder- 
ful history. Israel Zangwell, a Jewish writ- 
er, tells a heart-rendering story of the suf- 
ferings of the Jews in the present world 
war. He says: “Poland is pre-eminently 
the home of Jewry. And not only have the 
millions of Jews in Poland, Lithuania, the 
Balkan Provinces, Galacia, etc., duplicated 
the tragedy of the Poles in having to fight 
what is practically a civil war; not only 
have they suffered almost equally in the 
ruin of Poland, so poignantly described by 
Paderewski in the burnings, bombardings, 
pillaging, tramplings; not only have they 
shared in the miseries of towns taken and re- 
taken by the rival armies, but accused hys- 
terically or craftily before both belligerents 
of espionage or treachery, and even of poi- 
soning the wells, they have been crucified by 
both. Hundreds have been imprisoned as 
hostages—shot, knouted, hanged, buried 
alive; women have been outraged, whole 
populations have fled, some before the ene- 
my, many hounded out by their own mili- 
tary authorities, wandering—but not into 
the wide world. Into the towns outside the 
Pole they might not escape—these were not 
open, even to the wounded soldier. In the 
long history of the martyr-people there is no 
ghastlier chapter.” “As if our brothers and 
sisters in Russia Poland,” says the Jewish 
Word, “have not suffered sufficient torture by 
being in the war zone, by being in the cen- 
ter of invading and retreating armies, of 
forming the very point of relentless bloody 
conflict, they must needs have placed upon 
them the agony of exile under conditions 
so horrible that the story of them reads like 
a page from Dante, in which he pictured 
the horrors borne by the damned in hell.” 
That is an awful picture of what men and 
women and children are suffering in vari- 
ous parts of Europe. Surely the time for 
their relief draws nigh. May it speedily 
come. Certainly man’s inhumanity to man 
is as bad as the worst could wish it to be, 
when left to the power of selfishness and 


greed. 
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ETERNITY 








By Rev. R. Lee Kirkland, D. D., Eaton, Ohio 


“For now we see through a glass darkly, but then 
face to face. Now I know in part, but then shall I 
know even also as I am known.”—1 Cor. 18:12. 


Paul is dealing with the mysteries of 
eternity. The world, after studying the 
Scritures for thousands of years, is perhaps 
no better prepared to understand, and to 
enter into the great mysteries of the gos- 
pel, than our fathers were in the beginning. 
The things of eternity do not belong to the 
things of earth. Were the things of eter- 
nity earthly, then the earthly might take 
hold of them with gigantic grasp; but since 
the things of eternity are as high above this 
world and above man as Heaven is above 
earth; and since God’s ways are not our 
ways, nor His thoughts our thoughts, there- 
fore we, the creatures of His hands, are 
ever stumbling in the dark, like little chil- 
dren making their first attempt to walk. 
Christ said, “My Kingdom is not of this 
world.” That is to say, it is not of a 
worldly nature, and not of such a nature 
that man can make or destroy it. In other 
words, it is an infinite kingdom. Its govern- 
ment, its splendor, its magnificence, are so 
high above the comprehension of man that 
man cannot with winged mind sail over its 
plains, rise above its mountains, or dip into 
its ocean. Man, with his vast sense of com- 
prehension, has been able to comprehend 
and fathom those things which he has seen, 
heard, handled, or tasted, but when it comes 
to comprehending those things which he has 
never seen, handled, nor tasted, and yet 
know that they are, and before him, then 
he is at sea. Helen Keller can neither see, 
hear, nor speak, yet she has come to be a 
great scholar of the earth, and has been able 
to discriminate objects from their form, 
and with the mental vision sees keenly 
things of the earth. She has also been able 
to place her fingers over the lips of those 
she is talking to, and read what they are 
Saying. All this was natural, since the 
creatures of earth have an inherited vision, 
easy to comprehend, and span the things 
of nature; but to comprehend the possibil- 
ities of eternity, and to walk and talk in 
fancy with the spirits of that world, is not 
according to our nature, for the Great Book 
says, “The natural man knoweth not the 
things of God, for they are spiritually dis- 
cerned,” so the task of God to teach us, of 
Himself, and of that world towards which 
we are hastening, is a difficult thing; and 
notwithstanding He uses the simplest form 
of speech, yet we can get so far into the 
depth of the speech and no farther. The 
mysteries of eternity are here illustrated to 
us as a man looking through a smoked 
giass. Imagine the sun in eclipse. You are 
anxious to see that marvelous something, 
but the brightness of the sun is too strong 
for the natural eye, therefore you resort to 
a smoked glass, and through the smoked 
glass you look away yonder to the sun, 
greater than our earth, and you behold 
something, but you can’t tell just what it is. 
Neither can you definitely determine what 
is happening there, yet you can see enough 
to know that there is something transpiring 
with that sublime sun. Paul says, “Eye 





hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of man what God 
has in reservation for them that love Him.” 

In man’s stupified condition it is difficult 
for him to grasp the possibilities of eternity. 
Eternity! Eternity! who can fathom it? 
Older than the world, older than the sun, 
moon, and stars, older than the angels, older 
than the Heavens, and as old as God. We 
can no more find the beginning of eternity 
than we can find the cradle of God, and we 
can no more find the end of eternity than we 
can find the grave of God. It is one eternal 
now. Well does Paul say, “Great is the 
mystery of godliness.” I stand on the 
ocean’s shore, and bid my friends farewell. 
Soon the gang plank of the ship is taken in, 
and the ship cuts loose from the shore, and 
with a few heaves of the engine, she sets 
the machinery of the ship in action, and she 
begins to plough the waters of the deep sea. 
Farther and farther away from the shore, 
and farther and farther away from vision, 
smaller and smaller does she appear until 
at last she is lost in the ocean’s fog. I can- 
not see her, neither can I hear the noise 
of her wheels, yet I know that she is out 
there, ploughing on towards shore. There 
is no mode of communication between that 
ship and those on the shore, yet love is not 
broken, kind remembrance is not severed, 
interest has not died, nor friendship per- 
ished. They live and love; we live and 
love. So with this life, and the eternity of 
God. We stood one day on the cold icy 
shore, holding the hand of all that life held 
dear to us. Little by little the cold waters 
of death’s sea chilled that hand until it 
turned cold in ours, and soon the gang plank 
of eternity’s ship was taken in, the foot 
board over which millions have walked to 
the sea of death, and soon the old ship 
pushed back from earth’s shore, and started 
on her familiar voyage. Well do we remem- 
ber how we watched every motion of the 
face, every look of the eye, and every move 
of the lips, how anxious we were to catch 
for eternal memory the last long, loving, 
look, and to kiss the lips before they became 
cold. But little by little the ship pushed 
away farther and farther away from earth’s 
shore into the mystic fog of that which we 
have never tested until we realized that he 
or she had gone. There is no method of 
communication between them and us. There 
is no one going in and out of that world 
where they have entered: No traveler has 
ever returned from that vast beyond, yet at 
the tick of the clock some soul lands on that 
shore. Whatever his experiences or her 
experiences have been since landing, we 
know not. Whatever the voyage over the 
sea of death meant to them we have never 
learned. Oh, how I wish that the thin veil 
that divides our world from theirs could be 
drawn just for a moment. How I wish that 
I might have a message from the other 
shore telling me of the safe arrival of some 
of them that were dear to me in the flesh. 
How I wish I knew the experiences my 
sainted mother met with on that voyage, 
but no voice comes back to break the eternal 
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silence, yet, yet, still, there hangs but a 


thin veil between them and us. The sepa- 
ration has not destroyed memory. Lazarus 
and the rich man knew each other, and so 
those who have passed from us remember no 
less their fellowship with us. Neither have 
their love and interest for us perished. The 
rich man, though a lost soul, still loved his 
five brethren; and those that are on the 
other shore still love us. However unlovable 
we may be, they love us, but they cannot 
come back to us, however anxious they’ 
might be; but by the grace of God we may 
go to them. 

Human philosophy has tried to analyze 
the mysteries that divide the two worlds, 
but in vain. Spiritualism has vainly tried 
it. If spiritualism were true our loved ones 
would come, if only for once, and clasp our 
hands as but yesterday. Gentle lips would 
touch yours to-day, as in the long ago. I 
know were it possible my father, who 
preached fifty years, would speak to me in 
dark moments of life’s experiences, but 
alas, he cannot. Eternity! eternity! where 
art thou, and what art thou? And when 
will these blinded eyes flash over thy mys- 
teries, fathom thy heights, and measure 
thy depths? 


Whatever eternity is, and wherever it is. 
and whatever it may be, the man, the soul, 
and the mind’ still live on, capable of su- 
preme joy, or endless disappointment. My 
text says: “Then I shall know even as I 
also am known.” Looking over the pale 
sleeping place of the dead, my spirit calls 
out saying, “Son of Man, can these bones 
live again?” Can yonder tall, slender, thin- 
lipped one who loved me, and gave me birth, 
but now form of mother earth—can she 
live again? Can those eyes that bent over 
the cradle and watched the fevered brow of 
her child all night—can she live again?» 
Nature says, “No;” infidelity says, “No;” 
the learning of man says, “No,” but in the 
midst of my bewilderment, one seems to 
stray off the shores of the other world for 
a short visit to our world, and he alone 
tells me, “Thy dead mother shall live again, 
with my dead body shall she arise, or in 
other words because of my dead body shall 
she arise?” And in haste I ask him, “How 
are the dead raised, and with what body 
do they come?” And he tells me that every 
man in his own order, for God hath given 
it a body—that there is a natural body, and 
there is a spiritual body. I ask Him how 
I can know this to be true since I have never 
seen it, and he says, “Follow me, I am the 
way, the truth, and the life, 1 am the resur- 
rection.” “He that believeth on me, though 
he be dead, yet shall he live again.” What 
wonderful news! Good news, good tidings. 
Tell it to everybody. Let me mount the 
winged horse that I may soar over land and 
sea, over the homes of the rich and poor, 
that I may tell it to all the children of men. 
But one more question from that heavenly 
visitor before he leaves, ““What is the con- 
dition, and what are the inhabitants of your 
world doing?” “There is no sorrow there, 
there is no pain there, there is no death 
there, there are no orphans there, and there 
are no poor there; and there is no crying 
there, I, their God, will wipe away all tears 
from their eyes, and the inhabitants never 
grow old, and there they know more about 
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God.” In fact, to know more about our- 
selves, creation, redemption, etc., is to know 
more about God. He will be all in all and 
all blessed for ever more. We will see 
Him “face to face.” But before the glory 
of His magnificence, what we know will 
sink to nothing. He will be our Father and 
we will be His children, and under His eter- 
nal protection we will take up our everlast- 
ing habitation. 

We will know more about the angels; they 
will be our companions. More about de- 
mons; their creation, power, fall, and des- 
tiny. More about hell; it may be in sight. 
More about Heaven, for it will be our home, 
and we expect to reside there forever. We 
will know more about Jesus, His nature, 
love, merits, and work, His incarnation and 
suffering upon the cross. Oh, I fancy it will 
take a million years for Him to tell the re- 
deemed of earth the story of the Cross. . I 
sometimes think I want to hear Him de- 
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scribe His feelings when in that awful mo- 
ment, He cried, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” But then we shall 
know what He bore on the tree for a lost 
world. But then we shall know Him, and 
knowing Him, we shall see in Him human 
nature, perfect, powerful, spiritual, incor- 
ruptible, immortal, beautiful, heavenly, 
glorious—and seeing Him we will see our- 
selves, for we shall be like Him. 

Oh, eternity! eternity! so far away, and 
yet so near. So dark, and yet so clear. 
When will these tired feet of ours press thy 
crystal shore? When will these aching 
heads of ours rest against your-everlasting 
pillars? When will these blinded eyes of 
ours behold the vision and magnificence of 
that world which cannot be described? And 
when will these broken links of our divided 
homes be again picked up and joined togeth- 
er for ever? Eternity, oh when shall I know 
thy mysteries? 
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A NEW HEAVEN 


The Evening Standard, of New Bedford, 
Mass, for December 81, in reporting a ser- 
mon preached by Rev. F. H. Peters, D. D., 
says: 


Sunday morning at the White church, the 
pastor, Rev. F. H. Peters, preached a ser- 
mon for the new year from the text, “Behold 
I make all things new” (Revelation 21: 5). 
Mr. Peters said: “The book of Revelation 
—the divine commedia of the Scriptures—is 
a fitting climax to the Gospels, Acts, and 
Epistles. It is doubly interesting to us be- 
cause it expresses a revolt against a worn- 
out world order, a civilization of custom, 
and of armament, and an aspiration after 
a new environment great enough to contain 
the ‘nations of them that are saved,’ and 
noble enough to be in harmony with the 
spirit and teaching of Christ. The writer 
has pointed out the evils which threaten 
the church and now calls attention to the 
final failure of these things and the ultimate 
triumph of Christ and His cause. 

“The belief in a happier age, a peaceful 
earth, and a race of immortals, is old as 
man. To many of the ancients it was in the 
past, while the present was an age of iron, 
and those who lived in the present were the 
unfortunates. Horace wrote: ‘This time 
is worse than that of our fathers.’ Confu- 
cius cried: ‘The present time is the day of 
evil and ruin.’ Jacob lamented that he had 
not attained to the days of the years of his 
father. Jerome mourned over the decline of 
Christendom, and John Huss complained 
that the few pious people were sent to the 
stake, while the godless were allowed to live. 
But when was this good time? I think any 
advocate of this philosophy would have a 
difficult task to point it out. It is ours to 
appreciate all the good which the past holds 
and to be grateful for the opportunities of 
the new year. 

“The text sets forth two vital things: 
First, the fact of change in the world order. 
“Behold, I make all things new.’ God is 
the Creator who is always at work, and so 
far as we can see, by the progressive meth- 
od. This is emphasized in the Genesis ac- 
count and in our own experience. Man is 
made in the image of God by the gift of a 
living soul, yet we feel that He Fas only 
begun to enter on His rightful inheritance. 
Changes in our human philosophies and re- 
gs are coming with bewildering ra- 
pidity. ithin my own experience, political 
theories which were regarded as wildest 
vagaries are now being written into the con- 
stitution of conservative Massachusetts. 
Government control of railroads and neces- 
sities of life, together with other principles 
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of socialism, are being forced on us by the 
war, but none who are wise believe we shall 
return to the old ruler. Verily ‘the fashion 
of this world is passing away.’ 


“Second, the world becoming new. Not 
merely change, but change for the better. 
The word new here is used in the sense of 
something made new, as when a poem, or 
picture, or life, takes on new meaning. The 
heaven and earth have a new aspect, a new 
meaning and mission. This is now taking 
place before our wondering eyes. Every 
phase of our human activity is within the 
spell and we are being compelled to change 
our modes of thought and methods of work. 
Some of you here to-day have seen human 
slavery banished from the civilized world. 
Now the temperance cause is making won- 
derful strides. Liquor is now a practical 
outlaw in every civilized land. Kighty- 
seven per cent. of the territory of the United 
States is dry and the head of the temper- 
ance forces in this State says the end of 
it all is in sight. 

“The progress of woman’s rights has been 
remarkable. It is a far cry from the atti- 
tude toward women of a few centuries ago to 
that of to-day. The right of franchise and 
equal opportunity with men will play a tre- 
mendous part in the reconstruction now im- 
minent. Besides the new obligation for the 
welfare of others known as the humanita- 
rian idea has forged to the front. To-day 
the common man on the street is working 
and giving for the welfare of men of other 
races and countries. Never before has there 
been such a response to human need. And 
we cannot go back to the old way. This 
world of human helpfulness, the strong 
bearing the burdens of the weak, is already 
become new. 


“This new and better world is arriving in 
the religious world also. The conviction is 
deepening that Christ’s gospel is the panacea 
for the world’s ills, and that the church must 
be responsible for making it effective. The 
first impression that Christianity had failed 
has given place to a determination to ca: 
its great message into the heart of the world. 
And there is unity of purpose and action. 
The church feels to-day that in all vital 
things it must have a common purpose and 
endeavor. This is made possible through 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ which includes thirty denominations 
and 18,000,000 Christians. And to-day it is 
the united voice which speaks on every im- 
portant issue. Besides there are noteworth 
movements on foot for organic union which 
give great —— of success. Further- 
more, we all have the vision of world service. 
Christ’s demand to evangelize the world is 
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now the accepted order, and we know the 
church that is not missionary is not Chris- 
tian. This new time has brought the church 
to see that it must see to it t the gospel 
is so in reted as to make permanent 
peace possible, and to set the moral and 
spiritual pace for the world’s new activities. 
On this will hinge the future of the church 
and of Christian civilization. ; 

“Our own relation to all that is most vital. 
We must keep the church as the conservator 
of the spiritual life and the active agency 
and inspiration of t benevolent causes. 
To do this will require the enlistment of all 
our forces. A considerable number of our 
members indifferent will not do in this mo- 
mentous time. Now, if ever, we must be 
aware that 


‘We are not here to play 
To dream, to drift. 

There is hard work to do 
And loads to lift.’ 


And we must make our gifts of money ade- 
quate for our needs. This is essential to 
maintain our church in its rightful place 
in the community and world. This is the 
hour when nickels must give place to dollars 
and indifference to consecration. Certainly 


,we must not give less to the many great 


causes, but we must enlarge the treasury 
of the Church of Christ, which is the mother 
of all. 

“More than all, we must keep our hearts 
and lives as the temple of the living Christ. 
Whatever else the world may need in the 
coming new year, none will equal that for 
men and women who have taken Christ as 
Savior and leader and are going forth to 
witness for Him in all the walks of life. 
This is our divine call straight from the 
throne of God. It is our high privilege to 
answer it with our lives. 


‘Lo! a cloud’s about to vanish from the day; 
And a brazen wrong to crumble into clay: 
Men of thought and men of action, 

Clear the way.’” 





SUCCESS AND FAILURE 
BY REV. R. H. WASHBURNE, D. D. 


Life was a great success, it was said, 
Of one just numbered among the dead. 
All that he had, he left that day, 
He went out empty as he went away; 
He left with others his bonds and stocks, 
His houses and lands and great strong- 


xX. ee te 
He went out poor as the day of his birth, 
His body returned to old mother earth. 


Life was a great success, it was said. . 
His first hard-earned dollar was under his 


head, 
With all that he saved by grinding the poor, 
By turning the beggar away from his 


r. 
His ear was deaf to charity’s call, 
Nothing for others, he wanted it all. — 
He went to heaven, so the preacher said; 
He had to go somewhere, because he was 
dead. 


Life was a great failure, so they say 
Of the rich man’s brother, who passed 
away; 
He passed away and was mourned by all, 
He had never refused a worthy call. 
Ever a true friend of the needy, — 
His clothes they say looked a little seedy, 
But every day he was doing . 
Giving the widow and the orphan food. 


Everybody mourned when he went away, 
“Our best friend is gone,” they were heard 


to say. 

Where he went we would like to go, 

All were his friends and never a foe; 
He gave his life for his fellow men, 

A real Christian sure he must have been. 
When he went away, he left naught behind 

But the memory, “He was good and kind.” 
Winooski, Vt 
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LIGHT OF GOD 


By the Late Rev. Alexander Maclaren, D. D. 


Dr. Maclaren was one of England’s great- 
est gospel preachers. He spent practically 
his whole ministry in Birmingham, where 
he built up a strong church, but reached a 
world-wide audience through the printed 
sermon. He died at ripe age in ——. We 
commend the following sermon to the pray- 
erful reading of our great HERALD family. 





“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: 
they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy counte- 
nance.”’"—Ps. 89: 15. 

The Psalmist has just been setting forth, 
in sublime language, the glories of the divine 
character—God’s strength, His universal 
sway, the justice and judgment which are 
the foundation of His throne, the mercy and 
truth which go as 
heralds before His 
face. A heathen 
singing of any of his 
gods would have 
gone on to describe 
the form and feat- 
ures of the god or 
goddess who follow- 
ed the heralds, but 
the Psalmist remem- 
bers, “Thou shalt not 
make unto thyself 
any * * likeness of 
God.” A sacred reverence checks his 
song. He veils his face in his mantle 
while He whom no man can see and live 
passes by. Then he breaks into rapturous 
exclamations which are very prosaically and 
poorly represented by our version. For the 
text is not a mere statement, as it is made 
to be by reading, “Blessed is the people,” 
but it is a burst of adoring wonder, and 
should be read: “Oh! the blessedness of the 
people that know the joyful sound!” 

Now the force of this exclamation is in- 
creased if we observe that the word that is 
rendered “joyful sound” is the technical 
word for the trumpet blast at Jewish feasts. 
The purpose of these blasts, like the heralds 
at the coronation of a king, was to proclaim 
the presence of God, the King of Israel, in 
the festival, as well as to express the glad- 
ness of the worshipers. Thus the Psalmist, 
when he says, “Blessed is the people that 
know the joyful sound,” has no reference, 
as we ordinarily take him to have, to the 
preaching of the gospel, but to the trumpet- 
blasts that proclaimed the present God and 
throbbed with the gladness of the waiting 
worshipers. So that this exclamation is 
equivalent to, “Oh! how blessed are the peo- 
ple who are sure that they have God with 
them!” and who, being sure, bow before Him 
in loving worship. It is to be further noticed 
that the subsequent words of the text state 
the first element which it indicates of that 
blessedness of a devout life, “they shall 
walk, O Lord, in the light of Thy counte- 
nance.” 


1. We deal first with the meaning of this 
phrase. 

Of course “the light of Thy countenance” 
is a very obvious and natural symbol for 
favor, complacency, good-will on the part of 
him that is conceived of as looking at any 
one. We read, for instance, in reference to 
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a much lower subject in the Book of Prov- 
erbs: “In the light of the king’s counte- 
nance is life,” and his favor is “as a cloud 
of the latter rain.” Again we have in the 
Levitical benediction the phrase accompan- 
ied by what is really an explanation of it in 
the parallel clauses: “The Lord cause His 
face to shine upon thee and be gracious un- 
to thee.” So that the simple and obvious 
meaning of the words, “The light of Thy 
countenance,” is the favor and loving-kind- 
ness of God manifested in that gracious face 
which He turns to His servants. As for the 
other chief word in the clause, “to walk” is 
the equivalent throughout Scripture for the 
conduct of the active life and the daily con- 
versation of a man, and to walk in the light 
is simply to have the consciousness of the 
divine Presence and the experience of the 
divine loving-kindness and friendship as a 
road on which we travel our life’s journey, 
or an atmosphere round us in which all our 
activities are done and which we ever bear 
with us, as a diver in his bell, to keep evil 
and sin from us. 

There is only one more remark in the 
nature of explanation which I make, and 
that is that the expression here for walking 
is cast in the original into a form which 
grammarians call intensive, strengthening 
the simple idea expressed by the word. We 
may express its force if we read: “They 
walk continually in the light of Thy counte- 
nance.” 


Is not that just a definition of the Chris- 
tian life? An unbroken realization of the 
Divine Presence, and an unbroken experi- 
ence of the loving kindness and favor of 
God? Is not that religion in its truest, sim- 
plest essence, in its purest expression? And 
the people who are sure that they have their 
King in their midst, and who feel that He 
is looking down upon them with tender pity, 
with loving care, with nothing but friend- 
ship and sweetness in His heart, these peo- 
ple, says the Psalmist, are blessed. So much, 
then, for the meaning of the word. 


2. Consider the possibility of such a con- 
dition being ours. 

Can such a thing be? Is it possible for a 
man to go through life carrying this atmos- 
phere constantly with him? Can the con- 
tinuity which, as I remarked, is expressed 
by the original accurately rendered, be kept 
up through an ordinary life that has all 
manner of work to do, or are we only to 
“hear the joyful sound” now and then, at 
rare intervals, on set occasions, answering 
to these ancient feasts? Which of the two 
is it to be, dear brethren? There is no need 
whatever why any amount of hard work, or 
outward occupations of the most secular 
character, or any amount of distractions, 
should break for us the continuity of that 
consciousness and of that experience. We 
may carry God with us wherever we go, if 
only we remember that where we cannot 
carry Him with us we ought not to go. 
We may carry Him with us into all the 
dusty roads of life; we may always walk 
on the sunny side of the street if we like. 
We may always bear our own sunshine with 
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us. And although we are bound to be dili- 
gent in business and some of us have had to 
take a heavy life of a great deal of hard 
work, and much of it apparently standing in 
no sort of relation to our religious life, yet 
for all that it is possible to bend all to this 
one direction, and to make everything a 
means of bringing us nearer to God and 
full of the conscious enjoyment of His pres- 
ence. And if we have not learned to do that 
with our daily work, then our daily work is 
a curse to us. If we have allowed it to 
become so absorbing or distracting that it 
dims and darkens ur sense of Divine Pres- 
ence, then it is time for us to see what is 
wrong in the method or in the amount of 
work which is thus darkening our con- 
sciousness. I know it is hard, I know that 
an absolute attainment of such an ideal is 
perhaps beyond us, but I know that we can 
approach—I was going to say infinitely, but 
a better word is indefinitely—nearer it than 
any of us have ever done yet. As the Psalm 
goes on to say in the next clause, it is possi- 
ble for us to “rejoice in His name all the 
day.” Aye, even at your tasks, and at your 
counters, and in your kitchens, and in my 
study; it is possible for us; and if our 
hearts are what and where they ought to 
be, the possibility will be realized. Earthly 
duty has no necessary effect in veiling the 
consciousness of God. 


Nor is there any reason why our troubles, 
sorrows, losses, solitude, should darken that 
sunshine. I know that is hard, too—per- 
haps harder than the other. It is more diffi- 
cult to have a sense of the sunshine of the 
Divine Presence shining through the clouds 
of disaster and sorrow than even it is to 
have it shining through the dust that is 
raised by traffic and secular occupation. 
But it is possible. There is nothing in all 
the sky so grand as clouds smitten by sun- 
shine, and the light is never so glorious as 
when it is flashed back from them and dyes 
their piled bosoms with all celestial colors. 
There is no experience of God’s presence so 
blessed as that of a man who, in the midst 
of sorrow, has yet with him the assurance 
of the Father’s friendship and favor and 
love, and so can say “as sorrowful yet al- 
ways rejoicing.” This sunshine shines in 
the foulest corners, and the most thunder- 
laden clouds only flash back its glories in 
new forms. 


There is only one thing that breaks the 
continuity of that blessedness, and that is 
our own sin. We carry our own weather 
with us, whether we will or no, and we can 
bring the winter into the middle of summer 
by flinging God away from us, and summer 
into the midst of winter by grappling Him 
to our hearts. There is only one thing that 
necessarily breaks our sense of His presence, 
and that is that our hearts should turn away 
from His face. A man can work hard and 
yet feel that God is with him. A man can 
be weighed upon by many distresses and yet 
feel that God is with him and loves him; 
but a man cannot commit the least tiny sin 
and live it and feel at the same time that 
God is with him. The heart is like a sensi- 
tive photographic plate, it registers the 
variations of the sunshine; and the one hin- 
drance that makes it impossible for God’s 
light to fall upon my soul with the assur- 
ance of friendship and the sense of sweet- 
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ness is that I should be hugging! some evil 
to my heart. It is not the dusty highway 
of life nor the dark vales of weeping and of 
the shadow of death through which we some- 
times have to pass that make it impossible 
for this sunlight to pour down upon us, but 
it is our gathering round ourselves of the 
poisonous mists of sin through which that 
light cannot pierce; or if it pierce, pierces 
transformed and robbed of all its beauty. 

3. Let me note next the blessedness 
which draws out the Psalmist’s rapturous 
exclamation. 

The same phrase is employed in one of 
the other psalms, which, I think, bears in its 
contents the confirmation of the attribution 
of it to David. When he was fleeing before 
his rebellious son, at the very lowest ebb 
of his fortunes, away on the uplands of 
Moab, a discrowned king, a fugitive in dan- 
ger of death at every moment, he sang a 
psalm in which these words occur: “There 
be many that say, Who will show us any 
good?” “Lord, lift up the light of Thy 
countenance upon us;” and then follows, 
“Thou has put gladness into my heart more 
than when their corn and wine abound.” 
The speech of the many, “Who will show us 
any good,” is contrasted with the prayer of 
the one—“Lord, lift Thou up the light of 
Thy countenance upon us.” That is blessed- 
ness. It is the only thing that makes life 
worth living, the only thing that brings 
sweetness which has no taint of bitterness 
afterwards and breeds no fear of its passing 
away. To have that unsetting sunshine 
streaming down upon my open heart, and to 
carry about with me whithersoever I go, like 
some melody from hidden singers sounding 
in my ears, the name and the love of my 
Father God—that and that only, brother, 
is true rest and abiding blessedness. There 
are many other joys far more turbulent, 
more poignant, but they all pass. Many of 
them leave a nauseous taste in the mouth 
when they are swallowed; all of them leave 
us the poorer for having had them and hav- 
ing them no more. For one who is not a 
Christian I do not know that it is 

Better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all. 

But for those to whom God’s face is as a 
sun, life in all its possibilities is blessed; 
and there is no blessedness besides. So let 
us keep near Him, “walking in the light,” 
in our changeful days, “as He is in the 
light,” and that light will be to us all which 
it is taken in Scripture to sybolize—knowl- 
edge and joy and purity; and in us, too, 
there will be “no darkness at all.” 

But there is one last word that I must 
say, and that is that a possible terror is in- 
tertwined with this blessedness. 

The next psalm to this says, with a kind 
of tremulous awe in the Psalmist’s voice: 
“Thou has set our iniquities before Thee; 
our secret sins in the light of Thy counte- 
nance.” In that sense al! of us, good and 
bad, lovers of God and those that are care- 
less about Him, walk all the day long in 
the light of His face and He sees and marks 
all our else hidden evil. It needs something 
more than any of us can do to make the 
thought that we do stand in the full glaring 
searchlight, not turned occasionally, but 
focussed steadily on us individually, a joy 
and a blessing to us. And what we need 
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is offered us when we read: “His counte- 
nance was as the sun shineth in his strength, 
and I fell at His feet as dead. And He laid 
His hand upon me and said, Fear not; I am 
He that liveth and was dead; and behold, I 
am alive for evermore.” If we put our poor 
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trust in the Eternal Light that was mani- 
fest in Christ, then we shall walk in the 
sunshine of His face on earth and that lamp 
will burn for us in the darkness of the grave 
and lead us at last into the everblazing cen- 
ter of the Sun itself. 


Value of the Local Missionary Society 


WHAT THE MISSIONARY SAYS 
By Rev. E. K. McCord 


The missionary recognizes a large number 
of distinct values of the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Societies to himself and his work, bu: 
space will admit the recording of but one— 
i. e.-—the inspirational value. 

In his deputation work among the 
churches while at home on furlough, he has 
learned that such societies are a leavening 
force within their churches—that where 
they exist there is sure to be manifested 
a growing interest in missionary work, a 
livelier appreciation of the appropriateness 
of it, a deepening understanding of and sym- 
pathy with its problems on the part of the 
entire membership of the church, and a cor- 
responding deepening of the spiritual life 
of the church—these facts reacting bene- 
ficially on the missionary and his work in 
many ways. 

The missionary is thus assured of a sym- 
pathetic and growing financial support of 
the work which he is sent to do—a fact 


which gives him courage for enlarged en- 
deavor, a more determined application of his 
whole soul to the laying of permanent foun- 
dations for an expanding life-work. 

And (what is greater than anything else 
to him) he is assured of that tremendous 
uplift of united and consecrated prayer in 
behalf of himself and his work; for he 
knows that Woman’s Missionary Societies 
are prayer circles as well, themselves pray- 
ing unceasingly for the mission work and 
workers, and, by their influence aligning 
this entire deepened spiritual life of the 
church with themselves in one common peti- 
tion to the Heavenly Father for His loving 
care. 

Upheld by the inspiration of the knowl- 
edge of such a fellowship, the missionary 
goes forth rejoicing at the privilege that is 
his—the privilege of a great spiritual fel- 
lowship with the united forces of the home 
churches in a work that is to bring the 
Kingdom of God to the world. 


STRAY THOUGHTS 


Abraham, kind of man God can lead. 
Jacob, kind of man God must check. 
Joseph, kind of man God can use. 
Abraham, ideal of Hebrew. 


Jacob, ideal of Jewish race (as it was). 
Joseph, ideal of Jewish people (as it should be)—Christianized Israel among the 


nations. 


God appears to Abraham seven times—to help in service. 
God appears to Jacob five times—to save from failure. 
God is with Joseph at all times—to insure success. 


Joseph, all round man :— 


Ideal young man. 
Ideal business man. 
Ideal layman. 


In Abraham we see the beginning of racial consciousness. 

In Moses we see the beginning of national consciousness. 

In this awakening of national consciousness in the Hebrew slaves 
The so makes their need felt. 


The p 


gues make God’s power felt. 


The deliverance at the Red Sea makes God’s goodness felt. 
The covenant at Sinai makes God’s will felt. 
These two deliverances (in Egypt and at Red Sea) prepare the nation to enter into 


a covenant at Sinai. 
The book of Exodus shows: 


| Purpose 


| A leader—Moses. 
|'Provision { 


| A revelation of ) God 


§ To awaken a national consciousness. 
| To awaken a national consciousness of need of Him. 


§ God’s character. 
’s purpose. 


God's | Plagues § Greater than Pharaoh’s. 
Power i Red Sea: * Greater than idols of Egypt. 
| Sinai 
‘Ceaher § Civie life—national activity. 


of) 


| Religious life—religious activity. 


To that nation whom He has chosen to be a blessing to all nations. 


{ Man—individual 
Beginnings 
| Man-collective 


§ In Genesis—Adam. 
(In John—Christ. 


§ In Exodus—Hebrew nation. 
(In Acts—Christian Church. 


E. P. WINFREY. 
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THE SHEPHERD HEART 


By E. Herman, in The Christian 


I. 


In the portrait-gallery of humanity there 
hangs, unrivalled for its all-compelling 
power of attraction, the picture of the Good 
Shepherd. It is rooted deep in the dim ages, 
and each race and generation has contrib- 
uted to its perfecting. Even Egypt, con- 
temptuous of the shepherd’s craft, added 
its conception of the ideal ruler and shep- 
herd of his people who, “when his herds are 
few, passes the day to gather them together, 
their hearts being fevered.” But it was 
within the heart of Israel that the picture 
took its deathless and world-appealing 
shape. From Jacob, who herded another 
man’s sheep for twenty years, consumed of 
the drought by day and of the frost by 
night, to the great Shepherd of Israel, who 
“gathers the lambs in His arms and gently 
leads those that are with young,” stroke 
after stroke has been added to the picture, 
until the divine tenderness and pity, the 
divine patience and faithfulness and loving- 
kindness were reflected in its lineaments. 


And when Christ came, it was still the 
picture of the Good Shepherd that drew all 
eyes. All other names and figures under 
which prophet and Psalmist had foreshad- 
owed the coming Savior were found too 
poor and narrow to express Him. He was 
so immeasurably greater than their noblest 
implications that in fulfilling them He broke 
them in pieces. Only one ancient name was 
adequate to His nature—the name of Shep- 
herd. They called Him King, and they 
spoke truly; but what king had ever worn a 
crown of thorns? They called Him Priest, 
and His is an eternal priesthood; but what 
priest had ever entered into the Holy of 
Holies by his own blood? They looked to 
Him as the Divine Architect who would 
build again the walls of Jerusalem; but 
what builder ever built himself into his 
fabric as a living stone? His unique Being 
shattered all the vessels within which lan- 
guage had thought to capture it: all except 
one—the Good Shepherd. For while other 
callings speak of power and skill, of wisdom 
and dignity, of vision and eloquence, the 
shepherd’s calling speaks of the love that 
redeems by self-sacrifice. The Good Shep- 
herd is primarily not one who merely feeds 
His flock and guides it safely over danger- 
ous places, but one who gives His life for the 
sheep. The hireling is not he who fails to 
feed and guide the sheep, but he who flees 
when he sees the wolf coming, and does not 
lay down his life for the sheep. 

So, when He who is self-sacrificing Love 
came down to earth, He called Himself the 
Good Shepherd, and wore the name as a 
well-fitting garment. He adorned it without 
disarranging a single fold. He made it 
luminous without rending its tissue. He 
took it up with Him to the Heaven of heav- 
ens without emptying it of its sweet hyman 
significance. It always fitted Him. Wheth- 
er teaching His disciples as they walked 
with Him along the sunny Galilean roads, 
or hanging upon the Cross, He was always 
the Good Shepherd. Whether leading His 
redeemed fiock beside green pastures and 


still waters, or spreading a table before 
them in the face of fierce enemies, He re- 
mains the Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 
Small wonder that the early church, har- 
assed by ruthless persecution, yet sustained 
in wondrous peace and sweetness by its 
Lord, took the emblem of the God Shepherd 
to its deepest heart, traced it in gold on its 
festal cups, limned it on the resting-places 
of its holy dead. 
n 


And as He is, so are we in this world. If 
the Master is the Shepherd of men, we too 
are called to be shepherds. When He first 
called Peter, it was to be a fisher of men; 
and that call made Peter’s blood run hot 
and fast! The prospect of attracting and 
swaying and possessing men, was as strong 
wine to his long-suppressed ambition. Hith- 
erto he had cast his nets into the lake, an 
obscure toiler, looked down upon by men of 
place and power. But if he was indeed 
destined to catch men—what of the contempt 
of the Pharisee and the superciliousness of 
the scribe then? He would be their equal 
as a subjugator of men. So he followed 
Jesus, and watched, with eager yet only 
half-seeing eyes, how the Master set about 
fishing for men. He found it far different 
from what his ambition had pictured. Here 
was no demogogue who swept crowds into 
his net, no agitator who made the solid 
masses move as one man at his bidding. It 
was a slow ingathering of one here and 
another there, and at what a cost! “A 
strange fishing,’ Peter might well have said 
to himself in some bitter moment, “wherein 
the fisher puts himself on the hook, as it 
were, and is devoured by that which he 
would catch!” As he walked with Jesus, 
and shared His poverty, and felt the hatred 
of Pharisees and scribes, he thought less 
and less of the fisherman’s ambition, until 
it slipped from his soul as an outworn gar- 
ment. And when, the shameful denial past, 
Peter saw his risen Lord standing on the 
familiar shore, in that most wonderful of 
dawnings, and once more heard the voice 
that had thrilled him three years before to 
the forsaking of all he had, it was not of 
fishing it spoke, but of shepherding. ‘Feed 
my lambs. .... Feed my sheep.” 


It was the call to the Christian ministry, 
which is essentially a shepherding of men. 
Its apostolic echoes ring through the New 
Testament. “Take heed to yourselves and 
to all the flock, to feed the Church of God. 
.... Tend the flock of God which is 
among you.” And it is the call to every 
Christian soul for it is impossible to love 
men in Christ Jesus without having a shep- 
herdly heart. All too soon the picture that 
had steeped the grim walls of the Cata- 
combs in something finer than beauty faded 
from the mind of Christendom. There is 
hardly any allusion to the Good Shepherd 
in the later fathers, whether we search the 
mighty profundities of Athanasius or the 
vivid fluency of Jerome. There is none in 
either the Thirty-nine Articles or the West- 
minster Confession. And as the Judge dis- 
placed the Good Shepherd, so the priest, the 
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ecclesiastic, and the preacher usurped the 
place of the pastor. The Church of Christ 
has never lacked men valiant for the truth; 
even in the Dark Ages some were found to 
proclaim the truth and to die for it. Nor 
has she ever wanted men of prophetic fire 
and vision—teachers and preachers whose 
understanding was irradicated with heaven- 
ly wisdom. Her besetting weakness has 
been a lack of great pastoral leaders, of cre- 
ative pastoral genius. She has had faithful 
shepherds in plenty, but never yet has the 
pastoral passion so captured her leaders and 
flooded her ranks as to make of her a great 
Shepherd Church, living not for herself, but 
for the scattered flock of mankind. 


Ill. 

It takes time to achieve the shepherd- 
heart. We may realize in one swift moment 
that we are called to be shepherds of men, 
even though our flock consists only of a few 
humble folk, of a Sunday-school class, per- 
haps; but it takes time to mold our ungra- 
cious natures to a shepherd’s disposition, to 
impart to our clumsy minds a shepherd’s 
skill. For the shepherdly heart is composed 
of qualities that ripen slowly, and not with- 
out hard travail. 

The shepherd-life is grounded in humility. 
A shepherd makes no figure in the world. 
There is no room for the showy and the 
impressive in his life. He spends his days 
alone with his sheep and the watching stars. 
He is well acquainted with failure; and 
when he has folded ninety-and-nine sheep, 
he dare not give rest to his eyes or slumber 
to his eyelids, dare not lay unction to his 
heart or find quietude for his mind, until he 
has recovered the one that is lost. The 
shepherd thinks and loves in units. Eccles- 
iastics count men by denominations. Social 
reformers appeal to masses and classes. 
Preachers think in audiences. But the true 
tender of flocks calls his sheep one by one. 
The ninety-and-nine cannot console his heart 
for the loss of one straggler; the wayward- 
ness of the last and least cannot be forgot- 
ten by pre-occupation with the flower of the 
flock, A shepherd’s love is not a vague gen- 
eral sentiment which leaves the heart un- 
wrung, but an individual passion which 
holds pain in its bosom. The very nerve 
of true shepherding is compassion. Shep- 
herds have a sensitive instinct for the 
troubles and sicknesses of their flocks. No 
one can walk the Border hills without com- 
ing upon strong, weather-beaten men in 
whose quiet, patient eyes something of a 
mother’s compassion lies brooding. The 
blue mystery of the hills and the lark’s 
ecstatic song may leave the traveler un- 
moved, but one pities the eye that does not 
grow dim at the sight of a hillside shepherd 
bending over a lamb that is sick or maimed. 
No heart that knows the Lord Christ but 
will be stirred*to its depths at the sight. 

We sometimes speak of the man for the 
hour.. The man for the human hour is the 
shepherd. In olden times the divine wrath. 
which is half righteous indignation, half 
tender pity, was kindled against the false 
and cruel shepherds of Israel, who fed 
themsleves and not their flocks, and left 
the sheep to be devoured of wolves; and it 
does not need cruelty or greed to incur the 
divine condemnation. It simply needs— 
neglect. If we, in our pre-occupation with . 
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reforms and programs, our absorption in 
public Christian work, and our passion to 
teach and lead the masses, have failed of 
our duty to the souls whom God has given 
us, we shall surely come under His stern 
and sorrowful rebuke. “The diseased have 
ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed 
that which was sick, neither have ye bound 
up that which was broken, neither have ye 
brought again that which was driven away, 
neither have ye sought that which was lost.” 
Herein lies the key to thé great human 
problem which never baffled us more sorely 
than to-day. 


IV. 


“The Good Shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep.” He flings himself between them 
and the wolf. How many of the evil forces 
that threaten the lives of individuals and 
nations could stand, if the Church of God 
flung herself into the breach, and said: “You 
can only reach my sheep over my dead 
body!” It is not by committees and depu- 
tations that we shall ever stem the powers 
of evil; it is only as we are ready to lay 
down our lives, if need be, in defending the 
great causes for which Christ died and 
the souls of men which He redeemed. For the 
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true shepherd is the living door of the sheep- 
fold. No enemy can strike at the flock, un- 
less he sheathe his sword first in the shep- 
herd’s heart. 


A traveler once, when skies were rose and 


go 
With Syrian sunset, paused beside the fold 
Where an Arabian shepherd housed his 


OCK ; 
Only a circling wall of rough, grey rock— 
No door, no gate, but just an opening wide 
Enough for snowy, huddling sheep to come 


inside, 

-“So,” questioned he, “then no wild beasts 
you dread?” 

“Ah, Fey, ee wolf is near,” the shepherd 
said. 


“But”—strange and sweet the words divine 
of yore 

Fell on his startled ear—“I am the door! 

When skies are sown with stars, and I may 
trace 

The velvet shadows, in this narrow space 

I lay me down. No silly sheep may go 

Without the fold but I, the shepherd, know. 

Nor need my cherished flock close-sheltered, 
warm, 

Fear ravening wolf, save o’er my prostrate 
form.” 


O word of Christ— illumined evermore 
For us His timid sheep—“I am the Door!” 





LET GEORGE. TELL IFT 


A CONFIDENTIAL TALK TO BABIES 
By George See 


DeEaR LITTLE ToTs:—Wouldn’t it be real 
fun to imagine that some beautiful fairies 
in some magic way had brought you all from 
your nurseries to this large, imaginery, baby 
auditorium, equipped with cribs and cabs 
and toys, and attended by the most charm- 
ing fairy nurses? 

Let us play like just this is the case, and 
that you have all come together to this great 
Babies’ Rights Convention just to hear your 
Uncle George talk, and to carefully consid- 
er such weighty matters as may be brought 
before you. Of course you must be very 
quiet, and you must not use your rattles 
for each other’s amusement. Let your uncle 
use his head for that purpose. So, now, if 
we are all ready, I will begin: 

Good morning, babies. I am very glad to 
meet you and to greet you at this time and 
in this beautiful place, and I am grateful 
for the privilege of talking to you about 
many vital matters which you should know 
in order to set a proper example before your 
parents, especially before your fathers, for 
it is a great responsibility for a child to 
train up his father in the way he should go. 

Some parents are much harder to train 
than others, and you will find that much of 
your own future success will depend upon 
your fathers and mothers. Therefore, it is 
of the utmost importance that you should 
select them with care. You cannot claim 
your inalienable right to be well born if you 
are careless in this matter. 

And you must also bear in mind that 
picking your ancestors is not so simple and 
easy as it might seem. The science of 
Eugenics can help you some. It can even 
help you much. But, in spite of all that 


is claimed for it, Eugenics at present can 
solve only a fraction of the problem for 
you. It is, of course, important that your 
parents should be in good bodily health and 
that they should be physically mated, but 
it is at least of equal importance that they 
should be mentally and spiritually in tune 
with each other. So long as Eugenics does 
not do distinctly more than to provide a 
purely physical basis for the mating of your 
parents, you must not accept it as the sole 
guide in this matter. You can greatly sim- 
plify the matter of selecting your parents 
by choosing your grandparents with special 
care. 

In claiming your right to be well born, 
you must also insist upon choosing the right 
kind of environment, in which to spend your 
babyhood days. It is a big mistake, for in- 
stance, to be born in the slum districts of 
a great city. Only a very thoughtless baby 
would be guilty of such a mistake. 

Having selected good parents and good 
surroundings, I next would have you realize 
the responsibility that rests upon you. You 
are really the head, the boss, of the house. 
Your word is law. If at midnight you say 
with befitting emphasis, in your baby lan- 
guage, “Get up and bring me my milk,” in 
spite of the unearthly hour and the cold, 
papa or mamma will get right up and obey 
your orders. Whatever you want, if it is 
at all within the range of possibility, you 
need but to order it, and it is yours. 

To be perfectly frank with you, let me 
remind you that the world has an inflated, 
exaggerated idea of your importance. It 
thinks you are worth a good deal more than 
you really are. This can be seen in the fact 
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that whenever there occurs a great catastro- 
phe, as in the case of the sinking of the 
Titanic, it is the accepted order of things 
that women and babies should first be saved. 
This means that great men, captains of in- 
dustry, statesmen, poets, ministers, and in- 
ventors, who have become what they are at 
great cost of time, money, and energy, are 
to be regarded of less value than mere 
babies. The world likes you so well that it 
is not at all critical in its judgment. It 
pronounces nearly all of you extraordinary 
babies, and will not appear to notice the 
inconsistency if many of you develop into 
very ordinary men and women. 

But, my dear babies, you must not for a 
moment think that you are not really of 
very great importance. If the world over- 
estimates your worth in some respects, it is 
certain to undervalue it in others. You will 
find that the world is not very consistent. 
For instance, as Mr. Gillilan points out, if 
two trains come together, the world calls it 
a collision, but if two babies come together, 


, the world calls it—twins. 


And now it is time for your beautiful 
fairy nurses to take you back again to your 
own homes, where you can tell your mam- 
mas all you have seen and heard. Please 
inform them that this Baby Convention en- 
dorses the Better Babies Movement, and in 
order that it may be completely successful, 
it pledges itself to the hearty support of a 
general movement for better parents. We 
babies agree to use all the wonderful influ- 
ences at our command to help our parents 
to be better papas and mammas. 


THE SURVIVAL OF THE BOOK 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


Voltaire declared that his efforts would 
be fatal to Christianity, and Paine thought 
he was capable of so influencing the world 
as to cause it, in time, to reject the Bible 
as a divine revelation. 

When we consider the extremely small 
circulation of the Word of God in the days 
f Voltaire and Paine, in comparison wi‘h 
the output of the sacred Book in the last 
few years, we realize how little those men 
were gifted with insight into the future 
compared with Him, whose religion they 
opposed, and who said, “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away.” 

The law of the “survival of the fittest” 
finds a most remarkable illustration in the 
demand for the old Book after so many 
centuries of infidel effort to destroy its in- 
fluence and in the love of its teachings 
among constantly increasing numbers of 
people. 

H. L. Hastings once said concerning the 
Bible in one of his anti-infidel addresses: 

This book outlives its foes. If you could 
gather all the books written against it, you 
could build a pyramid higher than the loft- 
iest spire. Now and then a man goes to 
work to refute the Bible; and every time it 
is done it has to be done over again the 
next day, or the next year. And then, after 
its enemies have done their worst, some of 
its professed friends torture and twist and 
mystify and misrepresent it. Surely it is 
no fool of a book if it lives through all that. 
Infidels have been at work nearly eighteen 
hundred years, firing away at it, and mak- 
ing about as much impression on it as you 
would shooting boiled peas at Gibraltar. 
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ASSYRIAN AND GERMAN 


By Rev. W. J. Warrener, Athens, Ohio 


(Number Two) 


Side by side with the ancient Assyrian be- 
lief that they were the ordained of the gods 
to rule the world which they alone were fit 
to govern, were other characteristics which 
find their counterpart in the Germans of 
our own times, and inasmuch as these char- 
acteristics are bad, they are pretty good 
evidence of recrudescence or reversion to 
type of ancient family savagery. 

The Assyrians were noted for their cruel- 
ty, though Rawlinson, the author of a his- 
tory of the “Seven Great Monarchies of the 
Ancient World,” thinks they were no more 
so than some other nations. In the prose- 
cution of their conquests the Assyrian kings 
were cruelly, brutally savage. Their set- 
tled policy was to strike terror into the 
hearts of those they sought to conquer, ap- 
parently with the idea of deterring them 
from resistance, or if defeated in war and 
conquered and deprived of their liberty, to 
prevent them from rebelling. In their in- 
scriptions found on long buried monuments 
they boastingly tell how wounded enemies 
were mutilated, captives of war were blind- 
ed, skinned alive, impaled on stakes around 
the walls of besieged towns, in order to 
frighten them into submission, or thrown to 
wild beasts to devour. Inhabitants of cities 
taken by storm were exposed to all sorts 
of ignominious treatment and _ torture. 
Neither age, sex, nor rank was spared. Na- 
hum, the Hebrew prophet, in 2: 11-13, com- 
pared them to ravening wild beasts. He 
said: “Where is the dwelling of the lions, 
and the feeding place of the young lions, 
where the lion, even the old lion, walked, 
and the lion’s whelp, and none made them 
afraid? 

“The lion did tear in pieces enough for 
his whelps, and strangled for his lionesses, 
and filled his holes with prey, and his dens 
with ravin.” 

“Behold, I am against thee, saith the Lord 
of Hosts, and I will burn her chariots in the 
smoke, and the sword shall devour thy 
young lions; and I will cut off thy prey 
from the earth, and the voice of thy message 
shall not more be heard.” 


Next to these cruelties was that of depor- 
tation of conquered populations. Thus we 


read in 2 Kings 18:11: “And the King of 


Assyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria 
and put them in Halah and in Habor by the 
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the 
Medes.” 

How like this have been the countless 
shocking cruelties practiced by the Germans 
in the present, greatest and most horrible 
of all wars. It had been the desire of nearly 
all nations to render war, where seemingly 
inevitable, as humane as possible. Espe- 
cially for civilians, women, and children, 
the horrors of ancient war-fare were to be 
so modified that as little slaughter and suf- 
fering were to be inflicted as possible. 

So far as soldiers were concerned, it was 
sought rather to inflict wounds that would 
disable without causing much suffering, 
hence the use of dumdum bullets which in- 
flict a bad wound by spreading in the body 


was forbidden, and other plans were agreed 
to for mitigating the horrors of war. 

But from the day the Germans entered 
Belgium until now, they have been launching 
first one horror and then another upon a 
startled world. The rush through Belgium 
was accompanied by such atrocities as the 
world had not known for centuries. 

Cold-blooded murder of defenseless peo- 
ple, old and young, from peasant hut to rich 
man’s house, it was pillage, plunder, rob- 
bery, arson, torture, rape, and slaughter. 

Early in the war all the recognized rules 
of war were flung to the winds and the most 
brutal weapons which would inflict the most 
excruciating torture were used. Asphyxiat- 
ing gases, liquid fire, anything to inflict tor- 
ture and induce most painful death were 
used and gloried in. It was the avowed 
purpose of this Beast of Revelation, the 
Bloody Kaiser, to make war so frightful 
that none would dare to resist him. 

Later came the ruthless under-sea boat 
warfare designed to destroy life and prop- 
erty with the ultimate object of starving 
nations into submission, in which the lives 
of thousands of people have been sacrificed 
with no chance to escape. Then followed 
bombardment from aeroplanes and Zeppe- 
lins of the towns and cities and the killing 
and maiming of civilians. Mere reference 
to these things makes the heart sick and 
the blood boil. 

Then as a climax we have the carrying 
off of men into slavery and made to work 
in ammunition factories and on battle 
fronts, all just as their Assyrian forebears 
did. In the case of the Assyrians when they 
practically depopulated Samaria, the central 
part of Canaan, by carrying the best of the 
people off into Medea, they took the basest 
of their. own population and put them in 
Samaria where a mixed race grew in time 
which greatly harassed their Jewish neigh- 
bors, so that in the time of Christ it was 
said: “The Jews have no dealing with the 
Samaritans.” 

If Germany were to win this war she 
would doubtless pursue her old plan of sub- 
stituting German people for native in con- 
quered lands and driving out by one means 
and another recalcitrant native populations. 
Can she do it? No, for the extent of her 
power to make war, if the Kaiser is the 
Beast of Revelation 13, will be reached in 
forty-two months from July 29, 1914, and 
if she has not submitted then, she soon will, 
for her power will have vanished. 


OUR COUNTRY CHURCHES 
BY STANLEY WILSON 


The fierce storm that is raging to-day 
(January 12), driving the fine snow through 
every crack and crevice into our buildings, 
brings forcibly to mind the great truth in 
Eph. 6: 7, “Whatsoever we sow we must also 
reap.” For, by removing all our forests in 
our greed for wealth, our section of the 
country is fast becoming like the blizzard- 
swept plains of the West. 

Also, if a portion of every farm had been 
kept in wood-lot pasture, it would have 
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furnished us a protection against a possible 
fuel famine. 

By allowing financial prosperity and 
worldly amusements to absorb all our in- 
terests, we are neglecting and destroying 
that which is of more importance to us than 
timber windbrakes. We have reference to 
the decline of our country churches, which 
help to protect us and our children from 
the storms of Satan’s temptations. 

The prayer-meeting is called the spiritual 
thermometer 6f the church, but in most of 
our country churches the mid-week prayer- 
meeting has long been a thing of the past. 
While the farmer is very busy raising war 
produce, he should, also, be busy fortifying 
his sons against the temptations of army 
life. For this important task he needs the 
help of a live Sunday-school and church. 

The wise father is one who brings his sons 
up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 

Christ taught (Luke 12:4) to fear not 
those who can kill the body only. There 
is more to be feared, lest our brave Ameri- 
can boys yield to the severe temptations of 
army life, than from their being killed in 
battle. 

Nearly all great men of pure character 
have received their early moral training 
from a Christian mother and a little country 
church. 


As we are now reaping the results of de- 
stroying all our forests, just as surely must 
we reap more serious consequences by al- 
lowing our country churches to become ex- 
tinct. Of course, some churches which are 
run on bigoted, sectarian principles do not 
deserve to flourish, but we believe the ma- 
jority of our country churches are not this 
kind. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 





To the Pastorless Churches of Ohio 


The Ohio State Christian Association will 
send two ministers to hold a meeting for any 
pastorless church of the Christian denomi- 
nation in the State, if a request from that 
church to do so, comes from the undersigned. 
Several of our best-known and most suc- 
cessful pastors have volunteered their serv- 
ices for this work. And their churches have 
kindly consented to release them over a Sun- 
day. We will send two together, so the 
meeting may continue over two Sundays, if 
necessary. 


To the Churches Having Pastors, and to all 
the Churches: 


The Ohio State Christian Association has 
no invitation for its next meeting from any 
Christian church in the State. We are in- 
viting ourselves to be invited! Do you want 
the Association to meet with your church 
next fall? Send the invitation to Rev. W. J. 
Young, Secretary, Ansonia, Ohio, or to the 


undersigned. 
H. R. CuLeM, President. 


“In the glow of love the heart grows ten- 
der.” 


“The busy tongue is nearly always re- 
sponsible for idle words.” 


i- 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 





Men representing eighty-seven Unit- 
ed States colleges and universities have reg- 
istered at the American University Union 
in Paris, and it has become necessary to 
find additional room. 

The total number of ships making the 
transit of the Panama Canal during the 
fiscal year ending June 30 in seagoing traf- 
fic was 1,776. In the same year 1916 the 
total was 787; in 1915 it was 1,088. 

In a naval action between British and 
Turkish forces at the entrance to the Darda- 
nelles, the Turkish cruiser Midullu, formerly 
the German Breslau, was sunk and the Sul- 
tan Yawuz Selim, formerly the German 
Goeben, was beached. 

The survivors of the American steam- 
er, J. L. Luckenbach, torpedoed and sunk in 
the war zone a short time ago by a German 
submarine, arrived at an Atlantic port 
recently and will return to the port at which 
they signed on the steamer. 

—Serbs from New York and near-by 
States attended a mass-meeting in New 
York recently in honor of the royal Serbian 
war mission, at which resolutions were 
adopted expressing gratitude for what 
America had done in behalf of the Slavonic 
countries. 

Secretary of War Baker informed a 
Senate committee on January 10 that Amer- 
ica now has a substantial army abroad, and 
that her forces now number 1,500,000, with 
82,000 men in the aviation section. No army 
of similar size has ever before been raised 
in so short a time. There is equipment, 
however, for only the forces now in France. 
Nearly three hundred thousand Boy 
Scouts are about to undertake, at President 
Wilson’s request, the task of distributing to 
the public war pamphlets issued by the Com- 
mittee on Public Information. Pamphlets 
will be sent through the mails to the Scouts 
and the first will contain the President’s 
Flag Day address. 

C. S. Thompson, chairman of the 
Press Committee of the American Defense 
Society, declared since the society had been 
formed that the United States had executed 
fourteen spies since the beginning of the 
war with Germany. He added that enemy 
aliens in this country should be apprised of 
these facts as evidences of America’s de- 
termination to protect herself. 


With permission of the War Trade 
Board in Washington, the Joint Distribution 
Committee of the Jewish War Relief Fund 
has sent $500,000 to the occupied districts 
of Poland and Lithuania for the relief of 
Jews suffering through the war. The money 
is part of the $10,000,000 fund collected 
throughout the country in 1917. Other 
amounts forwarded recently include $100,- 
000 to Palestine and $50,000 to Petrograd. 


——Hundreds of war savings committees, 
which have been organized in cities, 
counties, and States, may be used as agen- 
cies in the proposed nationwide movement 
to restrict unnecessary building and other 
enterprises not essential to the war and to 
save capital investments for government 
war bonds. This became known recent- 
ly in connection with the plans which the 
Federal Reserve Board is making for reg- 
ulation of issues of private securities. 


























Mrs. May Alden War, author, lectur- 
er, and leader in women’s clubs, was killed 
in an automobile accident in Cambridge, 
Mass., on January 14. She was in her 
sixty-fifth year. Among her books are a 
“Life of Dante,” “Old Colony Days,” and 
“Prophets of the Nineteenth Century.” She 
was descended directly from John Alden and 
Priscilla, his Puritan bride. 


———The eastern half of the United States 
will observe ten heatless Mondays according 
to an order decreed by the government to 
conserve coal and to clear congestion from 
the railroads. Although the closing order, 
promulgated by Fuel Administrator Gar- 
field, goes no further than to forbid the use 
of fuel for heating, fuel administration of- 
ficials expect business to cease and Dr. Gar- 
field also issued a direct request that all re- 
tail establishments, except food and drug 
stores, close their doors for the day. 





“Japan holds herself responsible for 
the maintenance of peace in this part of the 
world, and consequently in the event of that 
peace being endangered to the inevitable 
detriment of our interests, the government 
of Japan will not hesitate a moment to take 
the proper measures.” Thus Count Terauchi, 
the Japanese premier, spoke at the opening 
of the diet recently in referring to the in- 
ternal disorders in Russia spreading to the 
Russian possessions in eastern Asia. Count 
Terauchi said also that Japan joined un- 
reservedly with the allied powers in the de- 
termination not to sheathe the sword until 
an honorable peace is secured. 





The first American aero photogra- 
phers’ squadron ever graduated in the 
United States army were given their di- 
plomas at Langley aviation field recently. 
The photographers will immediately be sent 
to France for service with Pershing’s army 
and will supply the army with photographs 
taken while sailing over the enemies’ coun- 
try in airplanes and air machines. There 
were twelve men in the class, which left 
recently for a northern point under the com- 
mand of Master Electrician Photographer 
Edward F. Squadrilla. This is said to be 
the first time in the history of the United 
States aviation that men have been gradu- 
ated in photography. 





General Tasker H. Bliss, chief of 
staff, who arrived in Paris recently, will 
represent the United States army on the 
supreme war council. .General Bliss attend- 
ed the first meeting of the council and de- 
cision to send him back to Europe as a per- 
manent representative in that body was 
made, because it was recognized that Gen- 
eral Pershing’s duties in organizing and 
commanding the ever-increasing American 
expeditionary forces were too great to per- 
mit him to undertake the presentation of 
American views on military operations, and 
to sit with the council in framing plans of 
strategy that cover all fronts and all armies. 
From General Bliss the war council will ob- 
tain an up-to-the-minute report on what the 
United States will be able to contribute to 
operations on the western front this spring 
and summer. 


The thirty German ships seized by 
Brazil when it entered the war have been 
chartered by the French government for 
war purposes. The vessels represent an ag- 
gregate of about 120,000 gross tons. This 
announcement by the State Department 
gave further evidence of the inter-allied 
agreement that the provisioning of France 
should not be hampered by troop movements 
from America. This government had con- 
sidered entering into negotiations for the 
vessels to supplement the transport and sup- 
ply fleet of the expeditionary forces, but 
France’s need of tonnage to bring in food 
was recognized at being more urgent. The 
terms under which France chartered the 
ships from Brazil include an agreement to 
move the Brazilian coffee crops. It is ex- 
pected that the vessels will be used in mov- 
ing much of the 2,500,000 tons of wheat 
recently sold by Argentina to the allied 





governments. 


On the western front in France and 
Belgium the military operations apparently 
are increasing all along the line, as compar- 
ed with those of the past few weeks, when 
little or no fighting, except artillery duels 
and minor raids, was carried out. Entente 
allied warships have bombarded Germany’s 
submarine base at Ostend, on the northern 
Belgium coast, while around Ypres, between 
Lens and St. Quentin, on the Chemin-des- 
Dames, on the St. Miliel sector and north 
of the Rhine-Marne Canal there has been 
a notable increase in the operations by the 
infantry. The probabilities are with the re- 
turn of good weather the expected big 
battles may take place. One indication of 
the probable early commencement of fight- 
ing is the resumption of aerial activity on 
a large scale, especially on the French front. 
On the Italian front the fighting again has 
turned to the artillery wings of the opposing 
sides, the infantry keeping to their trenches 
except for smal] patrol engagements. 








Observance of the Sabbath by all men 
in military and naval service was directed 
by President Wilson in a statement issued 
recently at the White House. All Sunday 


labor, he asked, be reduced to the measure 
of strict necessity. “The President, com- 
mander in chief of the army and navy,” 
said the statement, “following the reverent 
example of his predecessors, desires and en- 
joins the orderly observance of the Sabbath 
by the officers and men in the military and 
naval service of the United States. The 
importance for man and beast of the pre- 
scribed weekly rest, the sacred rights of 
Christian soldiers and sailors, a becoming 
deference to the best sentiment of a Chris- 
tian people, and a due regard for the divine 
will demand that Sunday labor in the army 
and navy be reduced to the measure of 
strictest necessity. Such an observance of 
Sunday is dictated by the best traditions 
of our people and by the convictions of all 
who look to divine Providence for guidance 
and protection, and, in repeating in this 
order, the language of President Lincoln, 
the President is confident that he is speak- 
ing alike to the hearts and to the conscience 


_of those under his authority.” 











President 
REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 
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REMI'TANCKrs FOR 
THE CONVENTION 
Pleasant View, II. . $25.00 


Huntington, Ind... 28.34 


Goshen, Ind. ...... 2 


IT OFTEN HAPPENS, BUT IT NEVER 
SHOULD 


Letter after letter reaches the Convention 
office carrying an offering, and some of them 
quite liberal, too, the writer saying he does 
not know what it is for, nor whether or not 
he is sending it to the right place; and 
sometimes it leaks out that the preacher 
who took the offering did not know, either. 
It sometimes occurs that members of our 
Church desire to know who the editor of the 
Church paper is, and the name of the presi- 
dent of the “Quadrennial.” It can easily be 
seen that members of the church who are 
young in years, or in membership, may not 
know these things, and should not be blamed, 
but for church officers, pastors, and handlers 
of the Lord’s money not to know, is a mat- 
ter of no trivial importance. All the in- 
formation needed is found each year in The 
Christian Annual, and beside, each call as 
it goes out carries with it plain and full 
direction as to what the offering is for, 
when it should be taken, and to whom it 
should be sent. It would be a wise and 
helpful thing for each church to see that the 
pastor and church clerk each receive a Chris- 
tian Annual as a part of the church pro- 
gram of service. Let churches that use the 
budget system add one dollar to the fund 
and see that it goes for Christian Annuals 
—one for the pastor and one for the clerk. 
Churches that do not have the budget system 
could easily provide for the dollar. Almost 
any Sunday-school class would be glad to 
raise the amount, and would take great pleas- 
ure in doing it. About all the superintendent 
would have to do would be to mention it, 
and confer the honor of raising the amount 
upon some one of the classes. A class o 
mall boys or girls would do the work well 
It does not matter if the pastor and chure’ 
clerk are able to purchase copies for them- 
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selves, the point upon which I insist is that 
such information should be furnished by the 
church, for the same reason that it fur- 
nishes any other needful thing. For a local 
church to remain uninformed about the 
work of the whole Church is a serious fault 
which should be quickly remedied, and 
especially so when the information can be 
secured for such a moderate amount. Only 
to-day I had a letter inquiring about one 
of our most prominent men, and that, too, 
from a prominent worker in a local church. 
All the information he desired of me was 
found in The Christian Annual. Of course, 
it was a pleasure to me to give him the in- 
formation, and such work is a part of my 
daily tasks, but what must the man think 
of himself who will neglect to supply him- 
self with such information, and then confess 
it when he writes to the Convention office 
for it? Write the Convention office all you 
like, my brother, and your letters will be 
promptly and candidly answered, but it 
would be better for you to write for a Chris- 
tian Annual. 


ATTENTION! A CALL TO DUTY AND 


TO PRAYER 
The committee appointed by the Execu- 
tive Board of The American Christian Con- 
vention to recommend chaplains for the 
United States Army and Navy is notified 





Rev. H. E. Rountree 


_ by that part of the government service that 
; the Christian Church should furnish at 
: least two more chaplains. This is a service 
» that must be voluntary, and certainly the 
Christian Church should furnish its full 
quota of servants. If you are willing to 
offer yourself in this capacity, write to 
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either one of the committee—W. A. Harper, 
Elon College, N. C.; Omer S. Thomas, Day- 
ton, Ohio, or J. F. Burnett, Dayton, Ohio. 
Perhaps it would be just as well to make 
application direct to Clyde C. Armitage, 
1112 Woodward Building, Washington, D. 
C., who will take care of the matter in the 
regular way. 


TO WHOM THIS MAY CONCERN, AND 
IT MAY BE YOU 


At the meeting of the Executive Board 
of The American Christian Convention, held 
at Norfolk, Virginia, July, 1917, it was de- 
cided to appoint commissions, on a number 
subjects which should be considered at the 
session of 1918. The matter was carefully 
considered in every detail of its character 
and bearing upon our work. The president 
of the Convention was requested to suggest 
to the Board the names of the Commission- 
ers. This he did, after mature deliberation, 
and a thorough canvass of the field, the sub- 
jects, and the men. His report to the Board 
was reviewed, a few changes made, and then 
adopted. The president, in response to a 
vote of the Board, submitted certain rules 
for the government of the Commissions. 
One of these rules was the appointment of 
a committee to which the several outline re- 
ports should be submitted, not later than 
January 1, 1918. The rules, the names of 
the Commissions and the Commissioners, 
and the names of the committee to which 
the reports in outline should be submitted, 
were published in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL 
LIBERTY twice at least (and I think three 
times) and in addition printed in folder 
form and furnished in sufficient numbers 
to the various chairmen. Up to this date 
but five reports in outline have been sub- 
mitted, and the chairmen of each of these 
apologizes for the meager outline, because 
his colaborers failed to reply to his ques- 
tions and other correspondence. Some chair- 
men have offered their resignation, saying 
that the’ Commissioners failed to cooperate. 
To some of these Commissioners the Conven- 
tion President has written, and now by this 
means I am writing to all the Commission- 
ers to kindly, but urgently, insist that they 
write at once, at ONCE, at ONCE, to the 
Chairman of their commission. The Con- 
vention President had confidence in your 
ability and interest, my brother, and the 
Executive Board entrusted to you an im- 
portant duty, and it is not right for you to 
neglect the duty; to say nothing of the dis- 
respect to the chairman of the commission 
in not writing him when he requested you so 
to do. We are already late with this part 
of the Convention program, and it is sin- 
cerely hoped that you will write immediate- 
ly, IMMEDIATELY, IMMEDIATELY, to 
chairman of your commission. He will 
thank you for a letter, and the Executive 
Board of The American Christian Conven- 
tion will greatly appreciate your service. 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. ~ 
Elen College, N. C. 


Topic for February 10, 1918 


Secretary 





WHAT MY CHURCH STANDS FOR 
1 Peter 2: 9-12 


But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time 
past were not a people, but are now the people of 
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. Dearly beloved, I beseech you as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, 
which war against the soul; having your conversation 
honest among the Gentiles; that, whereas they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may by your good 
works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the 
day of visitation. 


Note:—Instead of our usual comment, 
subjects, and questions, we give our space 
to that splendid exposition of our Church by 
Dr. W. P. Lawrence, Elon College, N. C. 
Let everybody read it. For variety’s sake, 
let its reading take the place of the ordinary 
meeting. 





WHO THE CHRISTIANS ARE 
By Dr. W. P. Lawrence, Elon College, N. C. 


That body of Christ’s followers known as 
“Christians” originated in the United States 
about the close of the eighteenth century, 
from three sources. In 1792 at a conference 
of the Methodist societies of America in Bal- 
timore, division, a sharp division, arose over 
the form of government. The time had come 
when these societies must cease existence as 
a part of the English church, because church 
and state had been separated upon the adop- 
tion of the constitution of the United States, 
and the only thing for the Methodist so- 
cieties to do was to form a church separate 
and distinct from the English church of 
which they had hitherto been considered a 


art. 
. In this Baltimore conference, the liberals 
on the government question were led by Rev. 
James O’Kelly, a prominent leader of Method- 
ism, and withdrew from the conference. This 
O’Kelly party were known for a little time 
as Republican Methodist. Later they adopt- 


ed the name “Christian.” They were one of. 


three movements which later coming together 
constituted the Christian Church, or the 
“Christians,” as they are sometimes called. 
One other of these three parties grew out of 
a division in the Presbyterian Church in 
Kentucky, and the third resulted from a di- 
vision in the Baptist Church in New England. 
The divisions in Kentucky and New England 
were caused principally by doctrinal differ- 
ences, that at Baltimore principally because 
of differences as to government. Some years 
after these cleavages took place, the three 
groups heard of each other, and through cor- 
respondence of leaders and the exchange of 
pamphlets setting forth their respective views 
on doctrine and government, they effected a 
sort of federal union known as the Christian 
Church. The Church was divided, North and 
South, by the Civil War, but was the first 
of all the churches so divided to reunite after 
the war. The American Christian Conven- 
tion, which meets every four years, is the 
official head of the Church in America. There 
are conferences (1913), sixty-eight white and 
five colored. These conferences are grouped 
into conventions of convenient size, such as 
the Southern Convention, the New England 
Convention, and the Ohio State Christian Con- 
vention. These conferences and smaller con- 
ventions meet annually or every two years, 
as in the case of the Southern Convention. 
The denomination owns eleven schools, as 
follows: Jireh College, Wyoming; Kansas 
Christian College, Kansas; Weaubleau Col- 
lege, and Palmer College, Missouri; Defiance 
College and Christian Biblical Institute, Ohio; 
Union Christian College, Indiana; Starkey 
Seminary and Palmer Institute, New York 
State; Toronto Bible and English Institute, 
Canada; Elon College, North Carolina; and 
Franklinton Christian College (colored), 
North Carolina. There are two publishing 
houses of the denomination; one at Dayton, 
Ohio, and the other at Elon College, North 
Carolina. Mission work is carried on in three 
fields: Japan, Porto Rico, and British Guiana, 
South America. There are six periodicals of 
the denomination of purely a religious na- 
ture, besides a number of periodicals publish- 
ed by the colleges and other schools. 
Coming back once more to that part of the 
“Christians” resulting from the Baltimore di- 





vision, we find that they reduced their prin- 
ciples as to church doctrine and government 
to five declarations, which have come to be 
known as the five cardinal principles of the 
Christian Church. They were stated as fol- 
lows: 


(1) The Lord Jesus Christ is the only 
Head of the Church; 

(2) The name Christian to the exclusion 
of all party or sectarian names; 

(3) The Holy Bible, or the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament, our only creed, 
and a sufficient rule of faith and practice; 

(4) Christian character, or vital piety, the 
only test of church fellowship and member- 
ship; 

(5) The right of private judgment and 
the liberty of conscience the privilege and 
duty of all. 

These cardinal principles appear in almost 
the same wording as that first adopted and 
given above, in the “Principles and Govern- 
ment of the Christian Church” as adopted by 
the Southern Christian Convention. It is in 
a consideration of these five cardinal prin- 
a we now ask your thought and fellow- 
ship. 


I. Christ the Only Head of the Church 


There are three reasons why Christ is the 
only Head of the Christian Church. The first 
of these reasons lies in the political and the 
religious condition in America and in Europe 
at the time the denomination was born. Po- 
litically, America still remembered keenly 
having been taxed without her consent or 
voice by a weak and arrogant British king. 
This same English king was also head of the 
English Church. The chief motive that had 
brought the colonists to America, especially 
those who came not for greed or gold, but 
to make this their home—their chief motive 
was to get rid of the one-man-power in 
church and in state. Too, the terrible trag- 
edy of the Reformation, resulting in the death 
of tens of thousands of Protestants, as a 
result of the autocratic power of the Pope, 
had not been forgotten. The cramping of the 
minds and souls of men by such autocratic 
power in church such as the Reformation 
struggled against or in political government 
such as the American colonists strove against 
is the most painful of punishment. To hang 
one by his thumbs, or to bore one’s tongue 
with a hot iron inflicts such pain as not soon 
to be forgotten; but to cramp men’s free 
spirits as was done by an autocratic Roman 
Catholic Church, and to add to this suffering 
bodily torture long drawn out, if the victim 
should resist the cramping process, is an in- 
finitely more painful and long-remembered 
punishment. Such experiences were stiil 
rankling and burning in the free spirits of 
the typical American patriots. The declara- 
tion therefore, that Christ is the only Head 
of the Church, was hailed, in the birth of the 
Christian Church, as a happy phrasing of 
truth deeply felt but never before so truly 
and aptly expressed by a religious body. 


The second reason is to be found in the 
Scriptures. Christ is clearly intended by the 
record in the New Testament to be the Head 
of the Church. Ephesians 1: 22, it is by God’s 
appointment that He is Head of the Church. 
He is declared by Himself to be Head of the 
corner, Matthew 21:32. The gentile apostle, 
Paul, regarded Christ as the Head of the 
Church and so characterizes Him, Ephesians 
5:23 and Colossians 1:18. His character as 
Head is indicated also in Hebrews 2:10, 
where He is called “Captain of salvation,” as 
chief Shepherd, 1 Peter 5:4; as Governor, 
Matthew 2:6; as King, Matthew 2:2, and as 
Lord God Almighty, Revelation 15: 3. Then 
if Christ be Head of the Church, no other can 
be, for God is a jealous God and demands 
first honor and first place. The evil grow- 
ing out of magnifying any man as head of 
the church or of any organized body of be- 
lievers is rooted in this eternal fact of God’s 
jealousy, divine, and terrible, armed with the 
vengeance of the Omnipotent. It is clearly 
the divine purpose in the Church to exalt and 
magnify not man but the Christ. 


There is this other reason also for naming 
Christ as the only Head of the Christian 
Church: the preeminence of His character. 
He deserves to be so exalted because of His 
power. It is no common enemy the Church 
battles against, and the futility of man’s 
leadership in this terrible war has been hu- 
miliatingly revealed whenever and wherever 
any organized body of professed followers 
of Christ have lost sight of Him as Head of 
the righteous host and. have set some man 
in His place. But, on the other hand, when- 
ever He has been magnified as Head, marvel- 
ous victories follow, as on the Day of Pente- 
tecost or in the ministry of the Apostle 
Paul. Again He deserves to be so recognized 
because of His wisdom. The chief enemy of 
the Church appears once to have been a resi- 
dent of heaven, and occupied an exalted 
place in that celestial government. It was 
the belief of the Puritan saints as set forth 
by their ablest exponent, John Milton in 
“Paradise Lost,” that this same _ high 
spirit, Satan, thought himself equal with 
God, and many of his fellow angels shared 
in this belief, for many were cast out with 
Him. As a Leader, therefore, all but equal 
with Christ in wisdom, knowing the great 
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things of God in the vast universe of both 
matter and spirit, none less than the Christ 
could match Him in knowledge and the reach 
of His wisdom. Finally, He deserves so to 
be regarded because of the heroic sacrifice 
of His own life. It is natural for men to 
honor, to exalt those who sacrifice for others, 
and the more unselfish and the more intense 
the laudation and honor. Great soldiers, 
great philosophers, and great teachers, who 
have stood for great principles, counting 
their lives as naught in the storm of human 
anger, have been exalted in all ages as the 
world’s first roll of honor. None of these 
great souls of history equaled or came near 
equalling the Christ in the heroism of their 
sacrifice. The martyrs among all the saints 
and net ones died like men: Christ died like 
a god. 

Now to summarize, Christ is the only Head 
of the Christian Church, first, heanmen of 
political and religious conditions in the end 
of the eighteenth century when the Church 
was launched; secondly, because of abundant 
Scriptural evidence that He should be re- 
garded as the only Head; and, thirdly, be- 
cause of His character as revealed in His 
power, in His wisdom, and in the tragic yet 
effectual sacrifice of His life. 


Il. “Christian” Is a Sufficient Name 


Under the heading, “Christ Is the Onl 
Head of the Church,” the reasons set forth 
for thus ever magnifying His matchless name 
and character would suggest also that His 
followers should not wear the name of any 
peculiar doctrine, or of any form of church 
“government in preference to His name. I 
understand very well that some Christians 
who wear additional names as an indication 
of their doctrinal or other preference, as for 
instance Baptist because of a special stress 
upon their interpretation of that doctrine, 
or Presbyterian as an indication of their 
preference in church government, or Luth- 
eran as evidence of a desire to do special 
honor to the chief spirit in the Reformation, 
I understand that there is no purpose in 
these names to minimize, in the least, the 
significance of the name Christian or the 
Christ who gave that name. I know, too, 
that with some there appears to be a shade 
of egotism, an outcropping of the spirit of 
selfishness or monopoly in that body of 
Christ’s followers who refuse to be called 
by any other name than simply “Christian ;” 
that they would usurp the name Christian by 
apparently appropriating unto themselves a 
name that properly and really belongs to all 
followers of the Christ. It seems that to put 
Christ in the background and a name of less 
significance in the foreground, as is necessar- 
ily the case if any other name than Christian 
is taken, would be unsupportable, if we 
should stand face to face with Him and be 
questioned as to why we had put another 
name first in practically all our talk, and 
writing, and printing about our denomination. 
I am of the opinion any other name by which 
a Christian should be known than simply 
“Christian” is inexcusable when it comes to 
facing the matchless Christ Himself. As to 
the egotism charged to the account of that 
denomination which refuses any other name 
than “Christian” by which they shall be call- 
ed, there would be perhaps as much justice 
in ascribing the spirit of egotism or monopoly 
to him who refuses to take wine or other 
man-made liquors, choosing rather to drink 
water only, the only universal God-given 
beverage. 

Furthermore, I am persuaded that the de- 
nomination known as “Christians” is exceed- 
ingly liberal and charitable and kindly in 
feeling towards other denominations. They 
are noticeably strong in the spirit of Chris- 
tian liberty. As will appear further along 
in oun consideration of their principles, they 
are slow to brand any professed followers 
of Christ as heretical, whatever may be his 
denominational bias, for denominational bias 
may be more productive of discord than of 
religion and of church hatred than of Chris- 
tianity. 

Why do the “Christians” insist on the name 
Christian only? Here are some of the rea- 
sons. The teachings of a great prophet fit- 
tingly bear His name. The books of Isaiah 
and Daniel are examples. For the same rea- 
son the disciples of a great prophet bear 
His name also. Confucius, Mohammed, and 
Christ Himself are examples. Christ’s dis- 
ciples were first called Christians at Antioch, 
but whether in honor or dishonor is not cer- 
tain, though most likely to dishonor. Yet, 
like the Roman cross, then the most cruel 
and accursed instrument of death, but now 
a holy and sacred emblem, the name Chris- 
tian, like a cloud-obscured rising sun, stands 
high and clear now above that cloud of de- 
rision and dishonor, the sweetest and most 
powerful name among men. Wherever the 
full meaning of the term “Christian” is 
known there is no other characterization of 
a human soul so high as to say, “He is a 
Christian.” 

It was attempted to make the Baltimore 
dissenter and his adherents and fellow- 
church men wear the name of their chief 
spokesman, O’Kelly, but they refused to be 
called O’Kellyites. They professed to be dis- 
ciples, not of O’Kelly, but of Christ, and the 
mind that ruled then rules now. It is, there- 
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fore, regarded as an evidence of derision for 
one, knowing this fact, to apply the name 
O’Kellyite to one of these churchmen. 
Furthermore, it is regarded not only as 
just to Christ, the greatest of all prophets, 
that His followers wear His name, but the 
confusion arising out of the use of minor 
names in mission work on the advance lines 
of Christianity is a strong protest against 
the use of sect names. A sect name is un- 
necessary evil, especially so, when a follower 
of Christ is forced, for instance, to put his 
religion against Mohammedanism. It is in 
such an experience that no name but Chris- 
tian is most successfuly and convincingly 
argued. Sect names create factions; fac- 
tions create dissensions. But for sect names 
there could be effectual federation of Chris- 
tian effort in mission fields. But as it is, 
there is little or no federation except out 
yonder in the mission fields among the mis- 
sionaries themselves, and not at home where 
it is badly needed in planning and providing 
for mission work. It is in the mission fields 
that the dropping of sect names becomes im- 
perative, for there Christianity and not some 
one or more sects of Christianity, is battling 
with pagan religions, and the opposition of 
these inferior religions forces the obliteration 
of denominational lines and the unanimous 
use of their great Leader’s name, Christian. 
But this difference in the home and for- 
eign land may not always be so. The in- 
convenience of sect names does not appear 
so boldly in our own Christian land now as 


is likely in the no distant future. As the 
highways come to belt the world whether 
through the air or on land and sea, every 


false religion will come to be neighbor to 
Christianity, and conditions which exist now 
on the rim of the Christian world will then 
exist throughout the whole circle. Already 
Bramah, Budah, and Mohammed are taking 
a liking to Christian America. Their scouts 
have reported that it is a goodly land, and 
those who say, “Let us us go up and possess 
it,’ are inereasing in number and in 
strength. What the founders of the denomi- 
nation known as “Christians” saw twelve 
decades ago by faith, we are beginning to 
realize by sight. The “Christians” have 
pounded away at denominational walls for 
more than a century with comparatively a 
small army, but many of these walls have 
fallen already. The work should be con- 
tinued for, we know not how many decades 
yet, until every sectarian wall shall have 
been leveled quite to the ground. The day 
of Chinese walls and walled cities has pass- 
ed. So ought the day of sectarian walls to 
be put by also. The fashion has been to 
wear sect names and fashion is a goddess of 


unlimited power. This sectarianism is an 
evil accompanying the vast good of the Ref- 
ormation. But it is time the fashion had 


changed, and that the great throng of Christ’s 
followers were clothed in the simple but 
beautiful uniform known as “Christian.” 


Ill, The Bible Is a Sufficient Rule of Faith 
and Practice 

If the day has come when Christ is to be 
declared the only Head of the Church and 
Christian is the only name by which His 
followers should be known, then the only 
fitting creed for the Church is the Bible. If 
the way is so plain that a wayfaring man, 
though a fool, need not err therein, it is 
difficult to see how any man or set of men, 
though never so learned, nor so wise, nor so 
devout could improve upon that simple but 
powerful revelation of God’s will. But not- 
withstanding this fact, we still buy stories 
of the Bible for our homes and our children, 
thinking thereby to make the wonderful Book 
simpler and more attractive. Likewise vari- 
ous Christian sects have had it crowded into 
a creed more or less brief, thus hoping to 
make it of greater service to the race. 

That part of the Christian world known as 
the toman Catholic Church maintains the 
belief that the responsibility of Scriptural 
interpretation rests with the priests and can- 
not safely be left to the individual, the hum- 
ble believer. And the influence of the great 
Roman Church upon other sects of the Chris- 
tian world is greater than we sometimes sus- 
pect. Their position necessitates a creed, 
and their influence has, perhaps, brought 
forth all the creeds among Protestant sects. 
Whatever may have been the wisdom of the 
fathers and the makers of the first church 
creeds, the “Christians,” as a body of believ- 
ers, declare that the intelligence of the race 
at large is now sufficient to entrust to each 
believer his own priesthood with Christ as 
the one great High Priest for all. Their be- 
lief is that there should be no intervening 
priesthood, hence, no room for any interven- 
ing creed. The “Christians” can, therefore, 
have no other creed than the Bible. 

It is very evident from the foregoing that 
the position of the “Christians” on the 
matter of priesthood, and upon the question 
of creeds is an advanced position. It may 
be worth while, therefore, to consider a bit 
further this fact of advanced standing and 
see if we can more fully come to understand 
their reason for it. 

So far as I have been able te get at the 
causes that led to the declaration of the 
Bible as a sufficient rule of faith and prac- 
tice, (and faith and practice cover about 
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all our religious experiences), they were as 
follows: in the long training of a chosen 
people from the days of Abraham to the 
twentieth century—a people through whom 
God was to reveal Himself to the world, many 
methods of discipline and many modes of 
instruction were found necessary as condi- 
tions demanded. There was the patriarchal 
government, government by judges, and then 
government by kings. The method of re- 
ligious instruction gradually filtered down 
from the head of the chosen people, as in 
the time of Moses, to a system of rabbinical 
schools, in which not one but hundreds gave 
religious instruction in the days of Christ, 
there being at this time as many as 400 of 
these schools in Jerusalem alone. With the 
coming of Christ there was a great access of 
religious life and light to all the people, 
hence a great extension of the priestly office 
to the individual believer. The idea now 
rapidly took root that every one must give 
an account of himself to God. This filtering 
process in the religious world may be likened 
to what has taken place in the political world. 
Once the power to govern resided with a 
single individual, the king. But the author- 
ity to govern has gradually filtered down 
through the centuries until to-day it resides 
with the individual citizen in such advanced 
governments as that of the United States. 
So it has come to be that the individual 
citizen is king and the officers of the govern- 
ment are his servants, bound to do his will 
or forfeit the office in the next election. 
Wonderful change, this, since the despotic 
days of the Medo-Persian Empire. But it is 
no greater change than the “Christians” be- 
lieve has taken place as to the authority of 
creeds, and in the sacred priesthood. Every 
believer in Christ is now a priest and Christ 
his High Priest. The believer is no longer 
a slave or a servant in the Kingdom of God, 
but he has the franchise of Christian citizen- 
ship. His rights as such are inherent in the 
great Magna Charter, the Bible, and cannot 
be revoked or repealed by any other creed. 


IV. Basis of Fellowship 


The fourth cardinal principle of the “Chris- 
tians” is their declaration as to the qualifica- 
tion of church membership. It reads as fol- 
lows: “Christian character is a sufficient test 
of fellowship and of church membership.” 
John, in reporting the interview between 
Nicodemus and the Christ, accredits the great 
Teacher as declaring that whosoever believ- 
eth in Him hath eternal life, but he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already. The “Chris- 
tians” regard the vital element in Christian- 
ity to be faith in the Christ as a personal 
Savior. Individual opinions as to various 
doctrines, clearly not essential to eternal life, 
do not, therefore, affect one’s fellowship or 
church membership. If unbelief debars one 
from eternal life, it ought also to debar one 
from church fellowship, and if belief in Christ 
insures eternal life, then belief in Him ought 
also to entitle one to church fellowship. There 
are various sects, even in the Protestant 
world. In them the basis of church mem- 
bership is as widely different as are the 
points of view from which their respective 
founders wrote their creeds. One sect will 
require water baptism, another not only bap- 
tism but it must be of a certain mode, and 
another will require no baptism at all. Some 
sects do not recognize members of other sects 
as worthy of their full fellowship until such 
members have subscribed to their particular 
creed. But perhaps all require the essential 
basis of the “Christians.” This denomination 
thinks so at least, for members of all other 
evangelical denominations are received in full 
fellowship upon certificate of good standing 
in the other denomination. Hence, if a 
Quaker, a Methodist, a Baptist, and a Presby- 
terian all come together to join a Christian 
church and have pronounced views as to the 
peculiar doctrines of their respective sects, all 
are received into the Christian Church on the 
same basis—that they are followers of Jesus 
Christ. The vital point here is faith in 
Christ, not one’s opinion of baptism, total 
depravity, whether communion should be 
“close” or open or whether or not one can 
fall from grace, or whether or not any other 
of the disputed and non-essential doctrines as 
to eternal life shall be allowed private in- 
terpretation. It is manifest, therefore, that 
in the very nature of the conditions govern- 
ing church membership among the “Chris- 
tians,” the evil of heresy is eliminated— 
heresy, one of the worst and most cruelly 
murderous enemies of real Christianity. 

The “Christians” regard their require- 
ments for church membership as not differ- 
ent from those of other well-known denomi- 
nations other than that these others add 
some dogmatic non-essentials to the one fun- 
damental basis, Christian character. The 
“Christian” recognizes that dogma _ tends 
to concentrate, to unify, to make distinct, 
that a dogmatic people become a peculiar 
people and are likely to draw large numbers 
into their ranks. But they regard the evil 
effects of denominational dogma as far out- 
weighing all the advantages of it. Dogma 
has built and garrisoned the sectarian walls 
that separate the Protestant Church into so 
many little feudal-like castles, each denomi- 
nation thus being selfishly shut in from all 
the world. The “Christians”, maintain that 
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the day of feudalism in the church as well 
as in civic government belongs to the past. 
Arbitration has succeeded to walled cities. 


Vv. The Right of Private Judgment and the 
Liberty of Conscience 


The fifth and last of the cardinal princi- 
ples of the “Christians’ reads as follows: 
“The right of private judgment and the 
liberty of conscience is a right and a privi- 
lege that should be accorded to and exercised 
by all.” This is a declaration of personal 
liberty such as is not to be found in sec- 
tarian creeds. It brings not only a large 
measure of personal liberty to the individual, 
but carries with it a like measure of re- 
sponsibility. With the increase of liberty 
comes an increase of responsibility, always. 
The question may reasonably be asked here 
whether or not the rank and file of the fol- 
lowers of Christ are prepared for so great 
liberty as this declaration confers. If liber- 
ty becomes license, then so great a liberty 
was a mistake. Let us see. What has been 
the life of the average membership of the 
“Christians” during the one hundred and 
twenty years of their denominational life? 
The answer is also an answer to the fear 
of ‘granting so great liberty. Perhaps, no 
denomination has shown a more truly Chris- 
tian spirit. The liberty of the individual 
member has been humbly received as a sa- 
cred trust, and not as an occasion for sin. 

There are, furthermore, strong Scriptural 
grounds for granting this large liberty to 
the individual. Christ says, Matthew 15: 9: 
“In vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men.” The 
Apostle, Paul, in Romans 14:4, speaking of 
the authority of one over another, says: 
“Who art thou that judgest another man’s 
servant? to his own master he standeth or 
falleth; yea, he shall be holden up for God 
is able to make him stand.” Again in 
Romans 14:12 and 13 we have: “Every one 
of us shall give an account of himself to 
God. Let us not therefore judge one another 
any more.” From these and other passages 
of similar nature that might be cited, it ap- 
pears pretty clear to the average church 
member that every one shall be held per- 
sonally responsible before God. In our re- 
lationship to Him, no priest or other church 
official can intervene, or shield us in the 
judgment. The “Christians,” as a church, 
hold this view, and emphasize the duty of 
each church member to see to it that he be 
constantly reconciled to God, that no priest 
ean do this for him. 

If such responsibility be the portion of 
every believer, the “Christians” hold that 
with it should go also the freedom that in- 
sures the right of private judgment and the 
liberty of conscience. The Apostle, Paul, 
I judge, held this same view, for in 1 Corin- 
thians 10:29, after he had been giving in- 
structions touching matters of conscience, 
says: “Conscience, | say, not thine own, but 
of another, for why is my liberty judged of 
another man’s conscience? Furthermore, the 
Scriptures, especially of the New Testament, 
are so abundant in the doctrine of personal 
choice in matters of an individual's dealing 
with Christ that in this day of widespread 
intelligence, the right of private judgment 
and the liberty of conscience are rights that 
necessarily belong to the individual church 
member. It appears to be against his interest 
to shield him behind any priest-craft save 
that of Christ Himself, and we are plainly 
directed to appeal to the Father in His name 
and His name only. 

In the development of secular government 
king-craft has served its day, and passed 
out with the coming of the citizen’s fran- 
chise. Whether this great shift in the re- 
sponsibility of government has been a bless- 
ing to humanity need not be argued hére. 
Likewise the spiritual franchise has been 
extended unto the individual believer—the 
responsibility has been shifted from the 
priesthood to the individual Christian. No 
one will deny that it is a great and good 
change in religious government. The change 
has been made as rapidly as the knowledge 
of the truth has found its way into the hu- 
man heart, and such a change is a fuller 
realization of what Christ meant when He 
said, “Ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make you free.” 

The position that the “Christians” main- 
tain on the question of liberty, I believe to 
be tacitly felt to be true by many members 
of sectarian denominations, who do not open- 
ly concede the fact. The tendency, I believe, 
is towards an open acknowledgment of 
greater individual liberty for the church 
member. The influence of the “Christians” 
in bringing about such a change in religious 
feeling is limited only by the small mem- 
bership of the denomination and by the 
comparatively limited amount of publicity 
given to these five cardinal principles. In 
these five cardinal principles, this group of 
Christ’s followers have set forth a declara- 
tion as to religious leadership, as to doctrine, 
and as to church fellowship comprehensive 
in scope, yet simple in statement, and pro- 
found in conception. It is a unique religious 
declaration. It is the voice of a free spirit 
struggling against the chains of creeds, and 
of an oppressed conscience venting its protest 
against priest-craft. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., See’y 
Elon College, N. C. 


Lesson for February 10, 1918 





JESUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE 
Mark 3: 7-35 





(From Teachers and Officers Journal) 





Golden Text—He appointed twelve, that 
they might be with him, and that he might 
send them forth to preach.—Mark 3: 14. 





Daily Readings 

Monday, February 4—Jesus Chooses the 
Twelve. Mark 3: 13-19. 

Tuesday, February 5—Prayer and the 
Choice of the Twelve. Luke 6: 12-16. 

Wednesday, February 6—The Purpose in 
Choosing the Twelve. John 15: 15-27. 

Thursday, February 7—The Cost of Dis- 
cipleship. Luke 14: 25-35. 

Friday, February 8—Jesus’ Prayer for 
His Disciples. John 17: 9-21. 

Saturday, February 9—The Relation Be- 
tween Master and Disciple. Matt. 10: 14-25. 

Sunday, February 10—The Reward of 
Discipleship. Matt. 19: 23-30. 





Introduction 


This lesson brings us to a crisis in the 
labors of our Lord. Hatred was rapidly 
growing in the hearts of the priests and 
Pharisees. Verse 6 tells us they took coun- 
sel with the Herodians, their own enemies, 
against Him. Luke tells us they were “filled 
with madness.” Jesus was not yet ready for 
open defiance; His work had not advanced 
far enough, so we see Him retreating, as 
they advanced, watching, teaching, waiting, 
praying, and doing the Father’s will in all 
things. His disciples, a large, irregular body 
of followers, are with Him, and He has been 
talking with them, teaching them particu- 
larly, that they may understand the new and 
wonderful Good Tidings He has brought. 
Doubtless He knew the inevitable failure of 
the effort to convert the priests to a new and 
better way. Yet He makes every effort to 
use the established methods of worship, ere 
leaving it to form an entirely new organi- 
zation. Our lesson tells us when He gave 
up the attempt, and began the work of 
forming the new organization which was to 
take their place. From the band of disci- 
ples, He calls twelve for special and distinct 
service. They are selected only after a night 
of prayer (Luke 6: 12) and communion with 
His Father. 

“With one exception the Nazarene called 
Galileans to His ministry; and the Carpen- 
ter was followed by a group of fishermen, 
by a despised publican, by a zealot whose 
love of Israel had betrayed him into wild 
and lawless theories at least, perhaps into 
evil deeds, and by several whose previous 
life and subsequent labors are unknown to 
earthly fame.” Yet He called twelve, evi- 
dently intending the inference to be taken 
that He founded anew a complete and per- 
fect Kingdom. Without Him, these man 
were nothing, or less. With Him, they could 
—and afterwards did—turn the world up- 
side down. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Study of the Lesson 


We know Jesus chose His disciples for a 
definite purpose, read verses 14 and 15 to 
find out what that purpose was; then let us 
try to get a little bit acquainted with these 
men. First of all is Simon. When Jesus 
first saw him, He told him that he was to be 
“Cephas” or “Peter,” a rock, or stone (see 
John 1:42). Of what do we think when 
we think of Peter? A calm, quiet, dignified 
man? Or a rash, impetuous, eager, impul- 
sive fellow, always falling into trouble? Do 
you think that was why Jesus called him a 
stone, as if He said, “You are too easily 
moved and turned, but you shall become a 
very rock for firmness with me to help?” 
Do you think this occurred? If so, what 
makes you think so? Then came two “sons 
of thunder.” We don’t often think of quiet, 
loving John as a “son of thunder,” do we? 
But who wanted to “call down fire from 
heaven,” (Luke 9:54) and who wanted to 
be “first in the Kingdom?” Who was it 
that was killed when Herod wished to “afflict 
the church?” Andrew was the first to de- 
clare a positive faith, “We have found the 
Messiah.” He is the one who finds the boy 
with the fish, practical, quiet, yet earnest. 

Philip, slower, more cautious, goes to An- 
drew to ask about the Greeks who came to 
see Jesus (John 12: 20-22) and it is Andrew 
who goes direct to Jesus. Matthew, the 
business man, writes us a gospel, sane, plain, 
orderly, methodical, careful to prove every 
point, to search out every prophecy. Just 
as though he were “keeping books” for 
Jesus. What a blessing business talents can 
be when used for the Master. Thomas, 
“doubting Thomas,” we call him, yet Thom- 
as was ready to follow Jesus, although he 
felt sure it meant death. (John 11: 16) 
Yet he got no joy out of his service, because 
he was so sure everything was going wrong. 
Jesus would surely be killed if He went to 
help Lazarus; Jesus was going away “and 
how can we know the way?” Jesus was 
dead, and it was impossible He should live 
again. What a pity to have the religion 
without the joy of the Lord which makes our 
strength. We do not know much of the 
others, except the traitor, Judas. His name 
stands last on the list. He does not speak 
much. He “carries the money bags,” and 
Jesus seems to have known him for what he 
was at all times. Not that he could not re 
pent, but that he would not. It has been 
pointed out that while the lists vary in each 
of the four Gospels, some even giving other 
names (as Matthew—Levi, and Thaddeus— 
Jude—or Lebbeus), and yet there are three 
divisions plainly perceptible, and “in none 
of the four catalogues will the name be 
found to have wandered out of its division. 
The foremost name in each never varies: 
Peter, Philip, and the lesser James, hold 
first, fifth, and ninth places always, and the 
traitor is always last.”—-Chadband. What 
traits do you think made Jesus choose these 
men? Which do you most nearly resemble? 
Would you wish to be in the first or middle 
or last group? Close to or away from Jesus? 
What does it mean to be a traitor to Jesus 
to-day? : 

What does it mean to-day if we are to 
serve Jesus? Does it mean we must all have 
the same temperament? Surely not. Paul 
tells us how all have different gifts, but each 
is needed. All were not Peters with elo 
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quent tongues; all were not “sons of thun- 
der.” All did not even become famous, yet 
we know that “when they were scattered 
abroad” after the ascension, they went 
“everywhere preaching the Word,” and 
when Peter spoke on the Day of Pentecost, 
the Eleven were at hand to help and bear 
their testimony. It is not necessary to be 
famous, nor even to have great gifts to help 
serve the Lord Jesus. We are told “what- 
soever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus.” That is, live your 
every-day lives, do your every-day duties in 
the same way you would wish to be doing 
if Jesus were there in person to see your 
work. Study these disciples and their work. 
It would be helpful to keep a note-book, and 
write down the names of the Twelve in it, 
putting down the things you learn about 
them as we goon. Turn to verses 31-35 to 
see how Jesus regarded His disciples and 
what He expects of them. His mother and 
brothers had come, perhaps again to try to 
bring Him home. Certainly there was no 
such understanding, even in the heart of 
Mary at that time as Catholicism would 
have us believe. But for Jesus human ties 
must cease to bind. He has His work to do. 
He cannot be drawn from it. But He does 
not destroy human ties, rather He makes 
them deeper and finer, for loving His dis- 
ciples with all the strength of His heart, He 
yet can find no dearer name for them than 
“mother and brethren.” Would we be the 
disciples of Jesus? Then we may also be 
dear to Him as kinsfolk of the nearest and 
dearest. There is a further verse which 
explains His meaning (verse 35). But let 
us notice that obedience has not made the 
kinship; it has only proved it. Jesus him- 
self declared the disciples kin, and then said, 
“Whosoever shall (future) do the will of 
God, is (now) my brother and my sister and 
my mother.” Do our lives prove our kinship? 


HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas - > Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 





I do not have the space this week to give a 
report of the Hungarian work at the Church 
of the Evangel at Brooklyn. I will speak of 
it next week. 


How are you getting along with the set- 
ting up campaign for your every-member 
canvass? Remember we can help you with 
the necessary literature. It is free for the 
asking. If you get one cent a day this year 
from each of your members you ought to 
begin at once. 


We now have on hand a Missionary Sup- 
plement to the Christian Endeavor Topic 
Card for topics for use in the societies dur- 
ing the year 1918. We will be glad to fur- 
nish these free to all who are willing to use 
them. We are most anxious indeed that 
there be carried on a campaign of education 
for missions among the young people of our 
churches, and so with the consent and the 
promised cooperation of our excellent Sec- 
retary of the Christian Endeavor Depart- 
ment of The American Christian Conven- 
tion, Dr. Harper, we are beginning this edu- 
cational campaign. We want every society 
in the denomination to study one chapter a 
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month, of a mission study book. The first 
six months to be devoted to the study of 
“The Lure of Africa,” and the last six to 
the study of “Sons of Italy.” Write us at 


once for a supply of the topic cards. 


HOME MISSION COUNCIL 


Do not envy any one who has to travel 
during these bleak and snowy winter days. 
There are many things which are much more 
pleasant than having to be delayed so much 
that it is impossible to get to a convention 
on time, delayed in starting, and then losing 
twelve hours on the way. The heavy bliz- 
zard in Ohio made it impossible for the 
Home Mission Secretary to get to the Home 
Missions Council on time so that two days 
of the session were past before I arrived. I 
was enabled to get some idea of the vastness 
of the home mission problems which the 
churches of America are facing. There are 
scores of neglected sections in this country 
untouched by the influence of the gospel of 
the Master. 

The outstanding feature of the Council, 
to my mind, is the tendency of all denomi- 
nations to get together and the impatience 
with the churches where there is the desire 
to keep the old sectarian spirit uppermost. 
Unity on the part of the leaders of the 
churches is getting stronger all of the time 
so that cooperation in the bigger things of 
the church is becoming more and more pos- 
sible. The obstruction now is in the smaller 
centers and among the smaller men. I trust 
that our people may come more and more 
to realize the importance of the work of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America, The Home Missions Council, and 
all like interdenominational agencies and 
organizations. 

One of the most important steps taken by 
the Council was the plan to have an Execu- 
tive Secretary who will give all his time to 
the work of surveys and investigation of the 
home mission groups and to better connect 
the cooperation of the churches in this work. 


Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 


(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


FEBRUARY 
THEME: The Road of Strong Hearts. 
Place of meeting Date. 
1. DEVOTIONAL SeERvIcE: The Trusting 
Hear. Ps. 27. 
2. HyYMN: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart.” 
3. MESSAGES FROM MOopERN “STRONG 
HEARTS.” 
DENOMINATIONAL FOUNDERS. 
minute Talks:— 
Two BROTHERS WITH A MISSION 
HERALDS OF LIBERTY 
(a) JAMES O’KELLY 
(b) ABNER JONES 
(c) DAavip PURVIANCE 
A FATHER AND SON 
AN ADVOCATE OF PEACE 
EXERCISE. 
Hymn: “God Keep Thee Free.” 


(Three- 


The February meeting will be especially 
interesting because we will learn of three 
of our own Strong Hearts. See January 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY for suggestive plan 
for this meeting. 


I hope you do not think it too much 
trouble, and not worth while to make pos- 
ters, invitations, and occasionally souvenirs. 
These for your meetings will create an in- 
terest and will drive home the lessons. 
Their presence, too, creates a missionary at- 
mosphere and adds attractiveness to the 
room. It is best to have a committee to 
prepare these. 


The February Campaign is already on. 
Several Conference Presidents have written 
that they intend to mobilize their forces. 

The literature has gone out to presidents 
of local societies. Articles will appear each 
week in THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. 

These are the goals for the month— 

New Woman’s Societies—50. 

New organizations enrolled in the Young 
People’s Department—50. 

New Cradle Rolls—50. 

New Members—500. 

Pledged Intercessors—1,000. 

Each Conference Woman’s Board has been 
asked to assume a definite part of this ex- 
tension budget, and your Conference Board 
is depending upon you to do your best. 


Franklinton Christian College, N. C., has 
suffered from the severe cold. They have 
had ten inches of snow and zero weather. 
The Hendershots are still in the log cabin. 
The work on Bishop Cottage has been de- 
layed because of the lack of workmen. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A. <- <= 
Providence, R. I. 


Secretary 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 


The holidays at Elon were uneventful. 
Citizens and students remaining over were 
largely occupied in an effort to keep warm. 
Snow on the ground for five weeks, with the 
thermometer reaching two below zero, was 
unprecedented here in the memory of those 
now living. Social functions were omitted 
and religious services sparsely attended. 

Dr. J. W. Wellons, who has been kept in 
for four weeks by a bronchial cold and 
asthma, is convalescing. Now in his ninety- 
third year, he maintains an active interest 
in every phase of the local and denomina- 
tional work, reads books and papers, keeps 
in touch with current events, and is busy 
preparing manuscript for posthumous pub- 
lication. 

Only eight students failed to return for 
the second semester, while seventeen new 
ones have registered. Examinations for the 
mid-year are now in progress with the usual 
strenuous life. 

The basket-ball schedule for Jan. 22-Feb- 
26 has been published. It includes sixteen 
games with the leading institutions in North 
Carolina and Virginia. 

The annual high school contests in decla- 
mation and recitation will be held here 
March 29. This will embrace a large num- 
ber of high schools in this section and is 
looked forward to with much interest. 

The event of the season is the coming of 
the Board of Education of The American 
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Christian Convention, in their annual meet- 
ing, January 22. An address will be deliv- 
ered at chapel each day by a member of the 
Board and Dr. Sargent will remain over 
and preach on Sunday. We are delighted at 
the coming of these brethren. 

N. G. NEWMAN. 


ELON COLLEGE NOTES 

The Board of Education of The American 
Christian Convention met here yesterday 
and will be in continuous session until Fri- 
day or Saturday of this week, except when 
the members of the Board are engaged in 
lecture courses before the members of the 
college. 

The members composing the Board. are: 
Dr. William G. Sargent, Providence, R. I., 
Chairman; Dr. Hugh A. Smith, West Mil- 
ton, Ohio, Secretary; Dr. John MacCalman, 
Lakemont, N. Y.; Dr. W. T. Walters, Win- 
chester, Va.; Dr. John A. Stover, Danville, 
Illinois. 

Yesterday morning at the regular chapel 
service Dr. Hugh A. Smith gave a lecture 
on The Arithmetic of Life. This morning 
at chapel Dr. John MacCalman spoke on The 
Future of Democracy. To-morrow morning 
Dr. Stover will speak on some phase of mod- 
ern life. Dr. Walters is acting as chaplain 
for the college during the session of the 
Board. 

Dr. Sargent is giving a special course of 
four lectures before the Ministerial Associa- 
tion of the college. Thee 

Elon College, N. C., January 28, 1918. 


UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


During the extremely cold weather we 
have had the steam shut off from most of 
the recitation rooms, and the class work is 
done chiefly in the basement rooms and in 
Wilkinson Hall. The president’s office, the 
library, and the music studio are the only 
rooms heated in the main building above the 
basement floor. We have had a sufficient 
amount of coal, but have adopted the re- 
stricted policy to conserve fuel. The stu- 
dents and faculty accepted the changed pro- 
gram in the most generous spirit, and the 
work is continued without interruption. 

It has been necessary to postpone our Col- 
lege Day program at the college. This is a 
day of unusual interest for the college and 
for Merom, and the day will be observed 
when the people can be present and have a 
part in the exercises. Despite the unusual 
weather we have had several remittances 
for the college. Other churches will make 
their contributions and present the work of 
the college at a more favorable time. We 
are led to believe that the churches this year 
will do more than formerly for U. C. Col- 
lege. Several requests have come from pas- 
tors for a speaker from the college. We 
shall do our best to grant all requests of 
this kind. we” 


“He whom God has forgiven ought to for- 
give the trifling wrongs man has committed 
against him. The hard heart has no claim 
on the mercies of heaven.” 


Influence is the exhalation of character. 
—William M. Taylor. 
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ILLINOIS 


Atwood, Jan. 24—The meeting at the 
Pierson Christian church has been going 
since the fifth of January and I am glad to 
say it has developed into a real revival. 
There have been twenty-six professions to 
date. Nineteen of these have united with 
the church. It is one of the most glorious 
revivals I have ever witnessed. Sister Nash 
is doing good preaching. The meeting will 
likely on over Sunday. I will give a 
more detailed report of it when it has 
closed. The churches of Atwood are uniting 
in their services on account of the shortage 
in fuel.—E. C. GEEDING. 


INDIANA 


Delphi, Jan. 23—We are still in the Mas- 
ter’s work at Delphi and have a very good 
Sunday-school and a good attendance at our 
church services, I had special meetings for 
Six nights, but had to close on account of the 
cold weather. Two young ladies were con- 
verted and were taken into the church. God 
was with us in our meeting in great power. 
Praise God for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
I recently called on Bro. Gott, at Burrows, 
my old home church, and found him the 
same pleasant fellow. I often met him in 
church at Burrows when he was pastor 
there eight or ten years ago.—J. A. SUTTON. 


Linnsburg—The Crawfordsville Review of 
December 1, said: 

The meeting which has been in progress for the 
past three weeks at the Christian church at Linns- 
burg, closed last Sunday night. Much interest was 
manifested throughout the meeting. The first two 
weeks the meeting was in charge of Rev. Mr. Howard, 
of Veedersburg, the remainder of the time the services 
were conducted by the pastor, Rev. W. P. Kibbey, of 
Advance. The singing was conducted by the popular 
‘choir leader, Will Lucas, of Advance. The singing 
was excellent and very much enjoyed by every one and 
added greatly to the interest in the meeting. As a 
result of the meeting eight persons united with the 
church. Baptismal services were held last Thursday 
afternoon. The earnest and forceful appeals made at 
these meetings for better living will doubtless be evi- 
denced in the lives of many who heard them. 


Advance—The meetings closed with the 
Christian Liberty church last Sunday even- 
ing, with a full house. The interest was 
good the entire fifteen days, although it was 
zero weather most of the time. The people 
prayed for an old-time revival and it surely 
came—they came in sleighs and boats. 
Thirty to forty adults attended the morning 
meetings, which were very spiritual. Bro. 
W. H. Martin, of Mellott, was the evangelist 
and he endeared himself to the people. This 
preaching was scholarly, but made very 
plain and practical. His talks to the chil- 
dren, evenings and mornings, were inspiring 
and helpful to all. The visible results were 
fourteen additions, all by confession. Three 
very prominent men of the community came 
forward at the morning service. That they 
might be loyal to the government order, clos- 
ing on account of coal shortage, wood was 
furnished for the furnace.—W. P. KIBBEY. 


Kokomo, Jan. 17—Blizzard of Friday, 
January 11, sent mercury scurrying to 
twenty-two degrees below zero in this sec- 
tion, carrying in its wake privation and de- 
struction. Undertakers, in many instances, 
have had to improvise methods of caring 
for corpses until the rigorous weather sub- 
sides, as it was utterly impossible to locate 
burial sites on account of huge drifts. Many 
churches in the city and quite all in rural 
sections abandoned all services on the fol- 
lowing Sunday. We recommend to all our 
colaborers in the ministry who have not as 
yet, to secure and carefully study T. R. 
Glover’s new book, The Jesus of History. 
Best in its class issued in last decade. Mrs. 
Gott received word this morning of death 


“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars ferever and ever.” 


of her uncle, John Million, whose funeral 
services will be conducted from Hickory 
Grove church. Brother Henry Brown and 
wife of Burrows, failed to go to Florida as 
usual for the winter, and they are rather 
uncomfortable in the reflection that it might 
have been different. Hello, to Rev. C. S. 
Masterson, of Campbellstown, Ohio.—R. H. 


IOWA 


Rev. J. W. Garrett has made a good im- 
pression upon the people at Truro and Oak 
Run churches. He is engaged in special 
meetings at Oak Run. Rev. A. T. Swanson, 
of Chariton, Iowa, is preaching at Otter 
Creek church, Lacona, Iowa. Rev. A. D. 
Mann resigned as pastor at the Winterset 
church, to enter the work of an evangelist. 
Full-time services have been held since his 
resignation, and it is hoped a permanent 
pastor may soon be secured. Rev. Mann 
was accorded a good rank among the pas- 
tors of the community as a public speaker. 
It is hoped he may be successful in his new 
field. At the home of Mrs. Lizzie Bailey- 
Rogers, Winterset, is a parlor cookstove, 
called “The Wild Rose,” which is bearing a 
date of long ago. It was once used in the 
home of Dr. J. G. Bishop, when he was 
pastor at Winterset, as a parlor. heating- 
stove, having an elevated oven for cooking. 
Dr. Bishop sold it to Moses Bailey (who is 
now ninety-three years old) when he moved 
to Ohio. Winterset has many reminders of 
the doctor and his work still in evidence, 
though many years have passed since he left 
Iowa.—L. E. FOLLANSBEE. 


Linden, Jan. 23—The Christian churches 
of Linden, Iowa, and my out appointment at 
Shiloh, are still upon the map, moving grad- 
ually upon higher ground. Linden, my home 
station, is cheering the pastor by not hay- 
ing him preach to vacant pews. Each Sun- 
day evening, a well-filled edifice to hear the 
simple gospel of the Son of God, and Bible 
readings, coming in from far in the coun- 
try, making an audience which consists of 
from sixty-five to seventy-five per cent. men. 
Ninety per cent. of the merchants and busi- 
ness men. On last Sunday evening the town 
physician and wife were present, and spoke 
highly of the service, etc. If information 
be correct, and a criterion, not in years have 
so many men been seen in the Linden church 
edifice at one time. Some of them looked 
upon as infidels, a very remarkable feature, 
a hallowing influence pervades. A Young 
People’s Christian Endeavor Society has 
been reorganized and are planning for 
greater efficiency. The Sunday-school is 
planning for enlargement numerically. 
While we are in our fourth month, Mrs. 
Dillon has organized a Ladies’ Missionary 
Society. So many other calls, such as the 
“Red Cross,” Y. M. C. A., makes matters of 
foreign missions in these parts a problem. 
We had just got nicely settled in the manse; 
while at prayer-meeting, a well-planned sur- 
prise was carried out. Pastor and his good 
wife got a pounding that did not make the 
bones sore, but a heart-cheering, by the 
many, many good things, too numerous to 
mention, carried into the kitchen. It 
surely relieved the high cost of living for 
some time. Acts of kindness draw pastor 
and people closer together. 

The out appointment at Shiloh—The 
building known as the tabernacle, has been 
sold, also the seats, and have been removed. 
A few days after the removal a goodly num- 
ber of the brethren were on the ground with 
teams, plows, shovels, etc., excavating for a 
large basement. No let-up till all dirt was 
cast out. Brick and tile on the ground. At 
a business meeting, pastor present, a com- 
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mittee was appointed instructed to purchase 
a modern edifice, which had been built by 
the Disciples of Christ, but had disbanded. 
The purchase price was paid. Said ne 
st three and one-half miles east an 
north of the tabernacle. A mover was em- 
ployed to move the edifice and put it on the 
foundation at Shiloh, at a cost of moving, 
$350.00. While the pastor is writing these 
few lines for THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIB- 
ERTY, the building is within one-half mile of 
its future location, and we are waiting pa- 
tiently, or perhaps impatiently, for the 
weather to moderate, to have the masons, 
who are also anxious, to complete the base- 
ment, and by April or May the Shiloh good 
people expect to have a church edifice in 
the country, the Christian Church need not 
be ashamed of. It will be dedicated when 
eompleted. We had begun to think we had 
done our bit, or share of remodeling church 
edifices, but if that is part of our mission, 
“Obedience is better than sacrifice.” At 
present we are holding services in a school 
one mile south. Before closing I must men- 
tion that Mrs. Dillon has organized a 
Ladies’ Aid Society at Shiloh, a noble band 
of workers who are doing most excellent 
work. They hold their meetings twice a 
month. So far each session adds member- 
ship. When planning for this society, it 
was to be combined, part foreign missions, 
but there seems to be a spirit somewhat not 
in favor of foreign missions. Wisdom had 
to be used. All will come out all right. I 
frankly must confess, the people are not to 
blame. I firmly believe the lack is in the 
ministry. The foreign needs and conditions 
are not taught and practiced, even by the 
pastors, and what can you expect? While 
it is true we are confronted with many calls 
on all sides, but as I said to my Linden 
flock, The Master’s first, etc., and others 
will receive, etc. Never in the history of 
the church was there a time when the need 
of a more watchful, prayerful, self-sacri- 
ficing attitude, in these days of peril, a ten- 
dency of drifting from the “Old land mark. 
A daily, prayerful study of the Bible is sure- 
ly needed.— JOHN A. DILLON. 


Afton, Jan. 23—I closed my three years 
of labor with Pleasant Hill and Neola 
churches in Kansas, September, 1917, and 
came to the Des Moines Christian Confer- 
ence. At the suggestion of L. E. Follansbee, 
D. D., and Rev. R. L. Raybourn I visited 
the Pleasant Valley and the Oak Hill 
churches and found a people anxious for a 
pastor, so I engaged with them for the en- 
suing year. A few days after we arrived 
here I commenced a revival service at the 
Valley and only held a few meetings until 
I fell a victim to a spell of pneumonia. I 
had a good doctor and a nurse, my 
wife, and above all, the good Lord, to help 
me. I am on the firing line again. We 
have received fourteen into fellowship with 
the church at Pleasant Valley since we took 
the work. We commenced a revival meet- 
ing at Oak Hill church, but the weather got 
so bad that we had to close. We will resume 
our meeting again as soon as the weather 
will permit, and hope the brotherhood will 
pray for our success. The people of these 
two churches are of the finest class, and 
loyal Christians, true to their pastor, and 
have paid up to date. The Valley folks, 
mostly heads of families, came up to Afton 
in their autos and lined up in front of our 
residence and began unloading flour, meat 

toes, butter, , cream, milk, canned 
ruit, beans, pumpkins, squashes, and chick- 
ens. A real Christmas donation that was 
valuable and highly — by us all; 
for in these times of SS eS 
great help to us. May the good Lord bless 
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them abundantly, who so kindly remem- 
bered their pastor. We had the pleasure of 
having Rev. R. L. Raybourn with us over 
night a couple weeks ago. Rev. D. M. Hel- 
fenstein also called on us and after a brief 
visit he gave us a few rich passages of 
Scripture and followed with a very fervent 
prayer. May the Lord bless THE HERALD 
— and all who read this note.—A. P. 
URST. 


KANSAS 


Cassoday—The churches in this part of 
Kansas are doing but little. No pastor at 
Matfield Green. Brother T. M. Strange, 
I understand, will supply for them until he 
moves back to Lincoln, Kansas. Brother 
Drake, of Beaumont, Kansas, made three 
trips to Cassoday, driving forty miles in his 
auto, after working all night in the round- 
house. The roads have been too bad to make 
the drive for some time. I think the To- 
wanda church has not located a pastor yet. 
I visited this church some two months ago. 
There was not a house in the town that a 
pastor and his family could live in. I urged 
them to build a parsonage. They are abun- 
dantly able. Towanda is the heart of the 
great oil industry. The town is building 
very rapidly, hundreds of new families lo- 
cating in the town. There is a good Sunday- 
school. The house has just been seated with 
new seats. The Ladies’ Aid Society was 
reorganized the day I was there. The right 
man can do a great work there. I was called 
to preach the funeral of Sister Elizabeth 
Dean at the old Pleasant Center church, 
recently. She was in an auto accident New 
Year’s Day. She was in her eighty-fourth 
year. I have been called to preach seven 
funerals in the past three months. I am in 
my eightieth year and can do but little in 
the cause I love. THE HERALD gets better 
and better. It is good to take up a paper 
that boldly and fearlessly speaks out for 
God and righteousness, and the brotherhood 
of man, at this time when the nations of 
the world are engaged in the terrible car- 
nage of war and murder.—E. CAMERON. 


A SUNDAY EVENING IN CHICAGO 


During the recent storm in the central 
States I was snowbound in Chicago. It was 
a disappointment not to be able to leave at 
the time planned, but there was a compensa- 
tion in the privilege of attending some un- 
usual religious services. After spending 
Saturday, January 12, and the following 
Sunday morning gping from one station to 
another, somew as a heathen must 
from one shrine to another, and with about 
the same reward as a heathen must get from 
his gods of wood and stone, I decided to 
make the best of another day in the city. 


_ I had heard of the Chicago Sunday Even- 
ing Club and on this particular Sunday 
saw the announcement that Dr. Wilfred T. 
Grenfell was to be the speaker. Almost 
every one knows something of the Grenfell 
Mission on the Labrador Coast, and my 
knowledge of it was just sufficient to make 
me want to know more of it. The meeting 
was held in Orchestra Hall, on Michigan 
Boulevard. The seating capacity of the hall 
is about three thousand. The meeting was 
announced to begin at 7:00 p. m., with a 
forty-minute song service followed by an 
organ recital. The address was announced 
for 8:15. I went to the hall about 7:00 
o’clock, expecting to find a few people scat- 
tered over the large building, but was sur- 
prised and somewhat disappointed. The 
crowded hall provided the surprise and the 
disappointment was due to the necessity of 
sitting in the rear of the hall. The old 
familiar religious songs were sung enthusi- 
astically and religiously. A competent lead- 


er e singing of the large audience. 
The o recital was inspiring and special 
musical selections by a chorus of sixty well- 


trained vocalists were a splendid contribu- 
tion to the evening meeting. 

Dr. Grenfell read his own Scripture les- 
son and, without comment, but by effective 
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reading, gave new meaning to the message 
he read. Dr. Grenfell is not a preacher by 
profession. He is a surgeon, and knows 
theology only from his experience with God 
and men, but his message was a straight- 
forward appeal for men and women to ac- 
cept the Christ fully and to follow him en- 
thusiastically. Somehow. it was not an ordi- 
nary presentation of the claims of Christ 
upon one’s life. The hearer felt the force 
of an earnest soul and was gripped by the 
conviction that there was still a great deal 
to be done in these days for the one true 
Leader of men. 

After the meeting at Orchestra Hall 
I went to the Y. M. C. A. Hotel, where I 
had engaged a room for the night. Upon 
entering the lobby, I heard a familiar gos- 
pel song in the large reading room on the 
second floor. About two hundred men were 
assembled in the room and one of them was 
leading the singing. The men engaged in 
the song service with splendid interest. The 
leader gave a brief talk, presenting the sim- 
ple story of the Christ, and making an ap- 
peal to the men to follow Him and live for 
Him. It was not a professional appeal, but 
an appeal from a thorough-going Christian 
man. After the informal service of song 
and praise, I went to the leader to tell him 
how I enjoyed the meeting, and how helpful 
it was to me personally, and learned that 
I knew the man and had known him for 
several years. But I knew him as a pro- 
fessor in an agricultural college of one of 
our great State universities. The meeting 
in the Y. M. C. A. Hotel was the evening 
prayer and praise service for the men be- 
fore they went to their rooms for the night. 

Here were two simple but impressive and 
effective religious services in the heart of 
Chicago’s business activities, and both were 
led by Christian laymen. This, it seems to 
me, is a splendid testimony to the effective- 
ness of the Church. These leaders were 
not professional preachers, but preachers 
and churches somewhere were responsible, in 
a large part, for their consecrated lives. 


C. B. HERSHEY. 


SOME SUGGESTIONS 


URBANA, ILL., Jan. 15, 1918. 

A few weeks ago I procured a supply of 
books for my winter reading, and as young 
ministers often ask me what recent books I 
can recommend to them as profitable read- 
ing, I submit the list, some of which I have 
already devoured, and all of which I have 
dipped into sufficiently to ascertain their 
merit. No young minister can make a mis- 
take in buying any of these books. They are 
each worth many times the cost price, and 
may be secured from The Christian Publish- 
ing Association, at Dayton, Ohio. Following 
is the list: “The Man in the Street and 
Religion,” by Jenkins; “Fundamental Ques- 
tions,” by King; “The Boy Problem,” by 
Forbush (this was published several years 
ago, but is.the best on the subject to date) ; 
“The Stuff of Manhood,” by Speer; “Five 
Young Men,” by Dean Brown, of Yale; “A 
Voice From the Crowd,” Pepper; “The 
Brotherhood of the Burning Heart,’ by 
Maurer; “The Church School,” by Athearn 
(another older book, but good) ; “The Chal- 
lenge of the Present Crisis,’ by Fosdick 
(anything Fosdick writes is sure to be good, 
yes, the best); “Immortality and the Fu- 
ture,” by Mackintosh (one of my professors 
while at Edinburgh, Scotland); “The 
Dynamic of Manhood,” by Gulick; “The 
Social Principles of Jesus,” by Rauschen- 
busch; “The Meaning of Faith,” by Fosdick; 
“Christ in Every-day Life,” by Bosworth ; 
“Under the Highest Leadership,” by Adams; 
“What Makes a Nation Great,’’ by Lynch; 
“Meeting the Master,” by Davis; “Chris- 
tianizing Community Life,” by Ward and 
Edwards; “Church Finance,” by Agar; “A 
Modern Church Program,” by M : 
“A Student in Arms,” by Hankey; “Carry 
On,” by Dawson; “ on a ™ = oO. W. 
Powers; “The Church,” by J. F. Burnett; 
“Christian Home Training,” by Martyn 
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Summerbell. This list of books will prove 
to be a profitable winter’s reading to ay 
one who procures them. They are the f 
product of the master minds of our day. 
The last three books mentioned are from the 
pens of leaders in our own denomination, 
and rank well with the other books of the 
list coming from the leaders of the larger 
denominations. The book by Dr. Powers on 
“Evangelism,” and the book by Dr. Burnett, 
on “The Church,” should especially be in 
the library of every minister of the Chris- 
tian denomination, and the book by Dr. 
Summerbell on “Christian Home Training,” 
should be in every home of the Christian 
denomination. It is the book for fathers 
and mothers. It is simple in style, stimu- 
lating in thought, and convincing in logic. 
It would make a most excellent supplement- 
ary reading for the hour of family worship. 
If it proves beneficial to the younger men 
in the ministry to be thus directed as to 
books worth while for thoughtful study, I 
shall be glad at other times to give a list of 
books that I have found stimulating and 
helpful. ; 

The Christian Publishing Association has 
these books and many others, that you might 
wish, for sale. oY C. HELFENSTEIN. 





LETTER FROM DR. D. A. LONG 


BURLINGTON, N. C., Jan. 8, 1918. 

DEAR Dr. BARRETT:—While president of 
Graham Normal College, I found Brother 
David Frederick Jones, in the neighborhood 
of the Christian church at Mt. Auburn, in 
Warren Co., N. C. Jones came south as a 
missionary, in company with a young man 
named Carnehan. Jones was to do the 
preaching, on the Moody plan, and Carnehan 
was to sing, as nearly as he could, like 
Sankey. Their meetings among the colored 
people were soon broken up. Carnehan took 
the money and left Jones stranded. 


I was warned not to call on Brother Jones 
to pray at Sunday-school. I wrote to three 
ministers in London, “a where Jones 
was born and raised. Jones gave me the 
names of the ministers—one Episcopalian, 
one Wesleyan, and one Congregational. All 
replied, and gave Jones a good name as a 

r boy, a good boy, and an industrious 
y—said his parents were “shirt tailors.” 
Meantime, D. F. Jones was out of food and 
clothing. He hired himself to a gentleman 
by the name of Jones, near Mt. Auburn. I 
decided, if possible, to educate D. F. Jones 
for a foreign missionary. First to take him 
to Graham Normal College. He said he 
would go, if the brother who had hired him 
would release him. All right, he was re- 
leased. The man who hired him was con- 
verted under D. F. Jones’ preaching and 
living. At Graham School, D. F. Jones be- 
came a great favorite. The members at Mt. 
Auburn aided me in paying his board, etc. 
Hon. J. A. Turrentil greatly aided in giving 
him work at night, at Graham Depot. Drs. 
W. S. Long.and W. W. Staley aided. Jones 
kept on at school until he was licensed and 
ordained. He went back to London, married 
the girl of his youthful love, returned to the 
United States, and preached two or three 
years longer. 


When Brother Zenas A. Poste decided not 
to go as our first foreign missionary, I wrote 
Rev. J. P. Watson, D. D., at once to send D. 
F. Jones. The Board decided to send Jones. 
At my own expense, I went from Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, to New York City, to arrange 
the papers to be signed for Jones to . to 
Japan. The farewell meeting was to in 
the Christian church in New York City, 
but Brother F. A. Palmer objected because 
we did not keep Jones for a home mission- 
ary, so Dr. J. B. Weston and I decided to go 
to Dr. Goff’s church over in New Jersey. 

It was a cold night. The snow and ice 
had thawed a little during the day. That 
night the streets and roads were like corru- 
gated iron. Less than twenty people were 
present at the church, when I made the fare- 
well address. Brother Jones’ little girl w 
recovering from whooping cough. : 
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I am not writing for the paper. I was 
just thinking about how strange some things 
turned out. W. A. Graham, of North Car- 
olina, was Secretary of the U. S. Navy un- 
der President Fillmore. Daniel Webster 
was Secretary of State. The Japs had captur- 
ed some of our sailors. Graham wanted to 
send Perry to Japan and demand the re- 
lease of the U. S. sailors. Webster opposed, 
for a year. Finally, Graham sent Perry. A 
new era dawned. Secretary Graham’s son, 
Gus (now Judge Graham) was a schoolmate 
of mine. He said Japan was the place to 
send our proposed foreign missionary. It 
was the purpose of Brother J. P. Watson, 
and others, to send the missionary to China. 
My suggestion, backed by Judge Graham, 
decided the matter for Japan. Brother 
Jones left our denomination, yet the good 
work he did in Japan still goes on. 

When I accepted the presidency of Union 
Christian College, a young Jap from the 
foreign field, who had embraced Christianity 
and united with the Christian denomination, 
was at U. C. C., endorsed by Dr. O. B. 
Whitaker, and by one of our best mission- 
aries to Japan, Dr. A. D. Woodworth—yes, 
by his good wife, too. 

Dr. Woodworth was at Merom, on a fur- 
lough from Japan. He said, “We have a 
young Jap here, by the name of Genichero 
Sano. He is without money, yet very re- 
liable and industrious. The brother of Pres- 
ident McReynolds of Defiance College, will 
become responsible for his expenses, if he 
will go to Defiance. If some one will ome 
responsible for him, at Union Christian Col- 
lege, he will remain here.” I said, “He can 
live in the house with my family and I will 
be responsible for all of his college expenses.” 

For four years Sano lived in the same 
house I occupied, with my family. He did 
well, worked in the fields during vacation. 
As soon as he got his license to preach, he 
was paid, occasionally, for his services, and 
in these ways gradually became self-sup- 
porting. He is, as you see from this enclos- 
ed letter, pursuing his studies in the city of 
New York. His conduct, proficiency, and 
application, while with me, were always 
highly satisfactory. He has a host of 
friends in Indiana and Illinois. 


DANIEL ALBRIGHT LONG. 


WINCHESTER (VA.) LETTER 


The cold wave has seriously interfered 
with church work in this section for the last 
month, though so far the only service we 
have missed has been one mid-week prayer- 
meeting; however, the attendance at all 
services has been below normal. 


Our Sunday-school rendered a good pro- 
gram at Christmas. At the close of the 
service, it was announced that something 
was on hand for the pastor and his wife, if 
they would bring it out. Mrs. Walters and 
I lost no time in going into the adjoining 
room, where we found a number of baskets 
piled high with all kinds of good things to 
eat. This in addition to a barrel of apples, 
a barrel of flour, meat, and canned goods 
left at the parsonage, formed a regular old- 
fashioned pounding, for which we are truly 
grateful, and which has been much aievet 
ever since. This thoughtfulness and liber- 
ality on the part of our people make us feel 
that we want to render a larger and better 
service for them. 


Our congregation was surprised last Sun- 
day, to find > bani new piano had been 
placed in the church during the week. Vari- 
ous inquiries failed to throw any light on 
how it came there, but suspicion pointed to 
one of our loyal officials as being guilty of 
knowing something he did not tell. It final- 
ly developed that this liberal, big-hearted 
leacon, Brother E. W. Cather, had donated 
the instrument to the church. Words can- 
not express the appreciation of the congre- 
gation and the pastor for this contribution 
to our equipment and which meets a long- 
felt need in our services. Brother Ca‘ 
and family are among our most faithful at- 
tendants and loyal supporters. May heav- 
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en richly bless him and his for this noble 
sacrifice to the service of the Lord. 


The following contributions have been re- 
ceived : 


IN kia eit kOe Zoe ene $10,091.40 
BOs Oo Fo SEMIN oa. c.e's cnavicceme 10.00 
Rev. W. D. Harward ..........- 1.00 
| ee ST re eee 1.00 
DP. We Be TERRE. go ccc cccces 10.00 
Ge E> PROMGMOUNET ioc cc cnive ges 1.00 
Wie iy BION aes th arc iv e's daa eals 5.00 
We Ee PON his wrewdews bes eee 5.00 
ere. We. Ts, WOMCED ncccccucness 2.00 
Willing Workers (Winchester), 

per Frances Richards ........ 25.00 
Ever Ready Society ............ 9.57 
HEY Tee OUND ob nck cccccccescn 2.00 


Christian Missionary Association, 

Eastern Va. Conference....... 100.00 

$10,262.97 

We are grateful for all these gifts. All 

money subscribed is due and we need it to 
meet our outstanding en 


. T. WALTERS. 
Winchester, Va., Jan. 17, 1918. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WORK IN THE 
NAVY 
To the Brotherhood: 


I have just returned from the weekly 
Christian Endeavor meeting at the Naval 
Prison at this Yard. There were as many 
as two hundred and twenty-five present and 
more than forty took part. It was an in- 
spiring meeting. It is marvelous to hear 
some of these boys speak. When it was 
proposed to the boys down the line that they 
take some part and express their experience 
and opinion on the subject Reaching Out, 
many oo responded, others did so by 
saying: “Chaplain, I never did anything 
like that before, but I will begin by trying.” 
The hour was altogether too short. Many 
who were prompted to do their part had to 
be denied. 


This society is only a month old, and has 
doubled its membership. The boys volun- 
teered the organization and have taken hold 
of the work with earnestness, and, a great 
per cent. of them, with all seriousness. 


The boys aboard the Southery, the re- 
ceiving and also the prison ship at this Yard, 
are also asking for an organization. Of 
course, they can have it. This will perhaps 
assume the proportions of one hundred and 
fifty strong, with every assurance of inter- 
est equaling the prison work. 

I have great joy in all genuine successes 
which bring results in the spiritual life of 
these boys. The only objection one can have 
is the overtaxing of one’s strength. A duty 
of five services on Sunday, and a meeting 
of some sort nearly every day in the week, 
pulls hard. One needs relaxation and the 
even, normal life. But demands create 
duties, so here we go. 

Last Sunday we had the honor of the 
visit of two distinguished friends: Frank W. 
Pattison, D. D., once the assistant pastor 
to Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, of London; 
and Dean Hodges, of the Episcopal Semi- 
nary, Cambridge, Mass. Dr. Pattison spoke 
to the boys at the hospital, and Dr. Hodges 
in the afternoon spoke to the enlisted men 
of the Yard; in the evening he spoke to the 
prisoners. These are excellent men and 
most forceful speakers. It is an inspiration 
to know them. Dr. Pattison will give to the 
boys this week stereopticon lectures on 
“Sky-piloting in Cowboy Land.” 

e are much used to snow and ice up 
here. The earth has been wrapped in a 
blanket of snow and ice ever since Noveim- 
ber. Occasionally the weather moderates 
enough to thaw a little on top, with, per- 
hap, a little rain added. Then at night the 
north wind swoops down in terrifying fury 
and it seems that the world is frozen. Then 
comes an experience: The Modus Operandi 
of getting to the Yard next morning is to 
slide over; and the unfortunate feature to 
me is that I am not particular which part 
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of my anatomy I slide on. Really, at times 
the effort to stand up, and many times the 
effort of getting up gets to be fatiguing. 
Notwithstanding this and all else said, “My 
yoke is easy and my burden light.” This 
perchance is true because there is every 
assurance of the Holy Spirit’s presence, and 
I am happy in Him. 
H. E. ROUNTREE, 
Chaplain U. S. N. R. F. 





JOSEPH S. VAUGHAN 


Joseph S. Vaughan, second son of Benja- 

min and Letitia Vaughan, was born in 

Greene County, Ohio, May 23, 1851, and de- 

parted this life at 9: 10, Monday evening, 

January 21, 1918, at the Miami Valley 

ee aged 66 years, 7 months, and 28 
ys. 

_ He was twice married and leaves a widow, 
six children, and fourteen grandchildren. He 
united with the Sugar Creek Christian 
church in early manhood, but transferred his 
membership to the M. E. church in Spring 
Valley, some twenty years ago, and later 
had it transferred to the M. E. church at 
Mt. Holly. 

* He became afflicted with some weakness 
or disorder of the heart a year or two be- 
fore his death, from which he never re- 
covered, but finally succumbed to the prog- 
ress of the disease, after gradually losing 
his strength and general vitality. 

_ He was supported by faith in the Chris- 
tian religion, and his hope of the better life 
cheered his heart amid life’s hardships and 
trials. The last message the deceased wrote 
to his friends and relatives was prepared 
on New Year’s night, 1918, as follows: 

My heart action very bad to-night, but all is well 


with me, whatever may happen. I am ready for th 
worst, if it comes. God bless you all. JOSEPH. 


_ Funeral services were held at the home of 
his brother, Rev. B. F. Vaughan, in Center- 
ville, Ohio, January 24, conducted by Rev. 


R. H. McDaniel, a long-time friend of the 
family. 





TWO GOOD BOOKS 





BY WILLIAM ALLEN HARPER, LL. D. 





The New Layman for the New Time—a 
discussion of Femdvies, and concerning 
which Charles S. Macfarland, General Sec- 
retary of The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, says: 


President Harper has written a timely book. We 
have lost the laymen of the old time, but we have 
not yet developed the laymen for the new time. 

This volume is a deeply spiritual, but modern and 
eminently practical, plea for consecrated laymen to 
meet the needs of the churches of to-day. 

The function of the minister is defined and it 
includes this very work of training laymen. President 
Harper is clearly right in his assertion that we 
have left too much to the ecclesiastics. 

Too much has also been left to a very small group 
in the church, of laymen, self-constituted, who have 
assumed too much responsibility and have prevented 
its distribution among the laymen as a whole. 


The author makes a plea for the development of 
lay preachers. 


President Harper makes it clear that the ministry 
has failed in not opening up for its laymen a large 
enough field. His discussion of the work of evan- 
gelism and social service is discriminating and is very 


helpful in indicating these two forms of service as 
parts of one whole. 





The Making of Men—presenting the place 
of religious education and concerning which 
Secretary Macfarland said: 

It is a splendid message, blending a high idealism 
with practical considerations. I wish that it might 
be read by thousands of college students. 
gue both be mailed to your address for 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION, 
Fifth and Ludlow Sts., 
DAYTON, OHIO. 
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A GET-TOGETHER PLEA 


To Our Fellow Believers in all the 
Churches; Greetings: 


The present crisis confronts the Church 
with the possibility of coming forth from 
the war either with a diminished or a vaster 
power. To-day the churches must face re- 
alities. A divided Church cannot stand. 

To-day everywhere the people are com- 
bining their industries to make the allied 
nations one mighty power in the war. Even 
on the lower plane of economics the churches 
are not uniting to save waste as in many 
places they might do. How many tons of 
coal and units of electricity might be saved 
if thin congregations in large edifices should 
consent this winter to worship together! 

Far more than this: to-day the Young 
Men’s Christian Association represents 
Christianity before the world. The many 
churches stand as an unorganized, scattered 
line of support behind its well-organized line 
of volunteers. As they go forward, the 
separate church units are not in position to 
let the world know that behind them stands 
the reserve power of the whole Church of 
God. To-day some of our ministers at the 
front, forgetting the denominational names 
of the churches that sent them, on battle- 
fields and in hospitals are working side by 
side as servants and priests of God. At 
home they are held apart. 

To-day the government of the United 
States is apportioning chaplains among the 
different denominations. The Red Cross 
only for our charity; our denominational 
names and churchly vestments for our re- 
ligion! 

These things ought not so to be. The 
crisis of Christianity requires the subordina- 
tion of all things divisive. Without preju- 
dice to existing personal relations or official 
fidelities, the whole Church is called to-day 
to make one sacrificial offering of all things 
held to be of value in one great venture 
of faith for God. To-day we should take 
counsel not of our fears, but of our hopes, 
as did our fathers before us. To-day our 
fears may be our disloyalties. 

Bishops, clergymen, laymen—shall we 
loiter in the way, disputing about many 
things, when in the suffering of the world 
our Lord is crucified afresh for the sin of 
modern civilization? The hour commands 
unity. By some decisive act our faith in it 
should be made fact. That might be done 
if, for example, as a war measure, we 
should put in cantonments, in regiments, 
and on battleships, chaplains and ministers, 
from whatever church they may come, com- 
missioned not by their own communion only, 
but by joint ordination or consecration sent 
forth with whatsoever authority and grace 
the whole Church of God may confer, bear- 
ing no mark upon them but the sign of the 
Cross. At some single point of vital contact 
—that or something better than that—the 
Church might act as one. 

Something must be made visible fact of 
unity to-day, if the Church—the one Church 
of the many churches, the only Church 
which the Lord Himself had faith enough 
in God to pray for—is to become to-morrow 
the power of God to save the world. This 
cannot be too long postponed. These times 
require quick decisions. Can we suffer the 
churches to-day to forget that before the 
week of His passion our Lord gave the bar- 
ren fig-tree but one year more in which to 
bear fruit or be cut down? This parable 
may be for the Church now. 

Therefore, we, the undersigned, represent- 
ing different communions, lay before you 
this appeal for action, asking for response 
and for such suggestions as may seem to 
you timely. 

Rev. Newman Smyth, D. D., Chairman, New Haven, 


Conn., Congregational. 
Lucien C. Warner, LL. D., New York City, Congre- 


gational. 
Rev. Peter Ainslie, D. D., Baltimore, Md., Disciples. 
Prof. Williston Walker, D. D., New Haven, Conn., 
Congregational. 
Rev. Charles E. Jefferson, D. D., New York City, 
tional. 


Congrega’ 
George W. Pepper, LL. D., Philadelphia, Episcopal. 
Rev. Edward Parsons, Berkeley, Cal., Episcopal. 
Rev. James L. Barton, D. D., Secretary American 
Board of Foreign Missions, Boston, Congregational. 
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Rt. Rev. Charles D. Williams, D. D., Bishop of 
Michigan, Episcopal. 

Dean Charles R. Brown, D. D., Yale School of Re- 
ligion, New Haven, Conn., Congregational. 

President A. C. McGiffert, D. D., Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City, Presbyterian. 

President J. Ross Stevenson, D. D., Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, New Jersey, Presbyterian. 

Prof. J. W. Platner, D. D., Andover Seminary, 
Cambridge, Mass., Congregational. 

Prof. E. Y. Hincks, D. D., Andover Seminary, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., Congregational. 

President C. S. Nash, D. D., Pacific School of Re- 
ligion, Berkeley, Cal., Congregational. 

Rev. William P. Merrill, D. D., New York City, 
Presbyterian. 

President Ozora S. Davis, D. D., Chicago Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Chicago, Congregational. 

Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, D. D., New York City, 
Presbyterian. 

Rev. Randolph H. McKim, D. D., Washington, D. 
C., Episcopal. 

Dean L. J. Birney, D. D., Boston Divinity School, 
Methodist. 

President Clarence A. Barbour, D. D., Rochester 
Theological Seminary Rochester, N. Y., Baptist. 

Rev. William H. Day, Moderator National Council, 
Bridgeport, Conn., Congregational. 

Rev. Washington Gladden, D. D., ex-Moderator 
Congregational National Council, Columbus, Ohio, 
Congregational. 

Rev. Nehemiah Boynton, D. D., ex-Moderator Con- 
ae National Council, Brooklyn, Congrega- 

ional, 

H. M. Beardsley, ex-Moderator Congregational Na- 
tional Council, Kansas City, Congregational. 

Rev. William E. Barton, D. D., Chicago, Congre- 
gational. 

Judge Henry W. Rogers, LL. D., New Haven, Conn., 
Methodist. 

Rev. S. Parkes Cadman, D. D., Brooklyn, Congre- 
gational. 

Bishop Morris W. Leibert, D. D., New York City, 
Moravian. 

Rev. Anson Phelps Stokes, D. D., New Haven, 
Conn., Episcopal. 

Justice John J. Maclaren, LL. D., Toronto, Can., 
Methodist. 

President Henry Noble MacCracken, Vassar Col- 
lege, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Congregational. 

Ex-President William J. Tucker, D. D., Dartmouth 
College, Hanover, N. Y., Congregational. 

President M. L. Burton, D. D., University of Min- 
nesota, Minneapolis, Congregational. 

Rev. H. P. Dewey, D. D., Minneapolis, Congrega- 
tional. 

Samuel Thorne, Jr., New York City, Episcopal. 

Prof. Arthur S. Hoyt, D. D., Auburn Seminary, New 
York, Presbyterian. 

President Donald J. Cowling, D. D., Carleton Col- 
lege, Northfield, Minn., Congregational. 

Prof. R. N. Smith, Northampton, Mass. 

Rev. H. A. Bridgman, D. D., Boston, Congrega- 
tional. 

Rev. I. O. Rankin, Boston, Congregational. 

Rev. Charles C. Scoville, New Haven Conn., Epis- 


copal. 

Rev. Stewart Means, D. D., New Haven, Conn., 
Episcopal. 

Rev. George L. Paine, New Haven, Conn., Episco- 
pal. 
Rev. C. F. Carter, Hartford, Conn., Congregational. 

Burton Mansfield, New Haven, Conn., Episcopal. 

President Stephen B. L. Penrose, D. D., Whitman 
College, Walla Walla, Wash., Congregational. 

President William H. Black, D. D., Missouri Valley 
College, Marshall, Mo., Presbyterian. 

Rev. A. P. Pratt, D. D., Greenfield, Mass., Congre- 
gational. 

Rev. N. M. Calhoun, Orange, Conn., Congregational. 

Rev. Charles A. Dinsmore, D. D., Waterbury, Conn., 
Congregational. 

Rev. R. C. Denison, New Haven, Conn., Congrega- 
tional. 

President James B. Gregg, D. D., President-elect 
of Hampton Institute, Pittsfield, Mass., Congrega- 
tional. 

Rev. Harold Pattison, D. D., New York City, 


Baptist. 

Rev. Lucius H. Thayer, Portsmouth, N. H., Con- 
gregational. 

Prof. Warren J. Moulton, D. D., Bangor, Maine, 
Congregational. 


Rev. John N. Lewis, Waterbury, Conn., Episcopal. 
— Francis B. Whitcomb, Watertown, Conn., Epis- 


copa! 

Prof. Rufus M. Jones, Haverford, Pa., Friends. 

Rev. Frederick Lent, New Haven, Conn., Baptist. 

Rev. Charles A. Eaton, D. D., New York City, 
Baptist. 

Rev. J. B. Remensnyder D. D., New York City, 
Lutheran. 

Rev. A. N. Coats, D. D., Hartford, Conn., Baptist. 

President M. A. Brannon, D. D., Beloit College, 
Beloit, Wis., Congregational. 

Rev. A. W. Bradford, Rutland, Vt., Congregational. 

ch, D. D., New York City, 

Congregational. 


=" Hugh Birckhead, D. D., Baltimore, Md., Epis- 

copal. 

oar Edward A. George, Ithaca, N. Y., Congrega- 
onal. 

a” Arthur T. Fowler, North Orange N. J., Bap- 


Rev. John W. Suter, Boston, Episcopal. 
Rev. Henry O. Hannon, Holyoke, Mass., Congre- 


gational. 
Rev. Samuel C. Bushnell, Arlington, Mass., Congre- 
Rev. G. Glenn Atkins, D. D., Detroit, Mich., Con- 
Rev. John W. Buckham, D. D., Berkeley, Cal., 
Congregational. 
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aes B W. Burnham, LL. D., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Rev. Francis L. Palmer, Stillwater, Minn., Episco- 


cip 

Rev. Frederick D. Kershner LL. D., Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Disciples. 

Rev. Finis S. Idleman, D. D., New York City, 
Disciples. 


Nolan R. Best, New York City, Presbyterian. 
Rev. H. C. Armstrong, Baltimore, Md., Disciples. 
Rev. Joseph H. Odell, Troy, N. Y., Presbyterian. 


WORLD-WIDE SUNDAY-SCHOOL NEWS 


A Remarkable Offer 


Great Sunday-school Conventions of the 
World’s Sunday-School Associations have 
been held in recent years. The next conven- 
tion is appointed for Tokyo, but this gath- 
ering has been postponed until after the war 
is over. The Sunday-school forces of the 
world were to have met in Japan in 1916. 
Meanwhile many will be eager to read the 
reports of previous conventions. Some 
graphically written records of some former 
conventions are still in print. The largest 
convention was held at Washington in 1910, 
when over 4,000 attended. The last con- 
vention gathered in Zurich and 2,609 were 
enrolled. London was the host for the sec- 
ond time in 1898. Many still speak with 
great pleasure of that memorable trip in the 
chartered ship Catelonia. There are many 
illustrations in these books and a study of 
the contents will show remarkable world- 
wide Sunday-school progress. In many re- 
spects these books are encyclopedias on the 
subject of the Sunday-schools and missions. 
The available copies are limited in number 
and a special price of two dollars, includ- 
ing transportation, has been placed on these 
three bound books, which will take you to 
London, Washington, and Zurich and from 
each place will give a review as broad as 
the world. Write to the World’s Sunday- 
School Association, 216 Metropolitan Tower, 
New York City. 

By special arrangement with Mr. H. J. 
Heinz, chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the World’s Sunday-School Associa- 
tion, a copy of “The Sunday-School Tour 
of the Orient,” including 200 illustrations 
of Japan, Korea, China, and the Philippine 
Islands, will be included in this offer, mak- 
ing four books in all. 


Incorporation of the World’s Sunday-school 
Association 


The recent incorporation of the World’s 
Sunday-School Association calls attention to 
the world-wide work of this organization of 
thirty-five members. 

Constituted in 1889 as a Convention at 
London, with representatives from a num- 
ber of fields, it has in these twenty-nine 
years, under the guidance of committees 
representing Mission and Sunday-school 
Boards and Sunday-school leaders in Eng- 
land and the United States, organized ev- 
ery important world field with trained sec- 
retaries backed by strong committees repre- 
senting the Mission Boards and native 
agencies. 

So remarkable has been the advance of 
this great organization that one million 
members have beat added yearly in the last 
four years. A great movement for train- 
ing a native Sunday-school leadership is 
under way in every field and an abundant 
Sunday-school literature in many of the 
dialects has been prepared. The Sunday- 
school has so accredited itself in its produc- 
tion of character that non-Christian leaders 
have pronounced favorably upon the quality 
of its output. Great Sunday-school gather- 
ings have crystallized this Sunday-school 
growth and sentiment such as one of 12,000 
in aaa 16,000 in Seoul, 10,00@ in Shang- 
hai, 5, in Manila, 2,500 in Rosario, Ar- 
gentina. 


It seems providential that this agency has 
come to the fore for its task of world re- 
construction at the very time that the world 
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THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 


Tus Heravo or Gosret Liperty is pubiished every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 


” the interest ot the cause of Christ as represented in 


the work of the Christian Church. 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: 


Ded WORE ..ccccpcccdos cvcsccccesgesnsecscostsese $1.75 
Ten Months .ciiccccccccccccccvccccccccccccceses 1.60 
Five Months ....- GPs ce eee eesececcceecececeeees 75 
Two Monthe ..... cescccccescccsevcccescceses 30 


Discontinuance: The paper will be sent until order- 
ed *Miscontinued. 

’ ®you wish your address changed, give both the 
old and the new address. 

Always watch your label just after you have paid 
your subscription. It should be changed within two 
weeks; and change of label will serve as receipt for 
remittance. 

All letters on business of the paper should be ad- 
dressed to TH8 CHRISTIAN PUBISHING ASSOCIATION, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

ATTENTION |—All matter intended for the columns 


is paper should be sent to the Editor of THE 
of tne Or GosrsL LIBERTY, Dayton, Ohio. Do not 


‘ voll, but fold, manuscript. Communications not sc 


companied by the writer’s name will not be pub- 
lished. Do not write with pencil—write only on 
one side of paper. 


Fs cecaceersiessi hg nate omnes ieee 
Entered at the Post-office in Dayton, Ohio, as 
second-class matter. 
See 
Sunday-Seheel Supplies 


We publish Adult or Bible Class, Intermediate, and 
Junior quarterlies, uniform lesson series; a Teachers 
and Officers Journal; a four-page weekly paper; 8 
combined weekly lesson and story paper for pupils 
under twelve years of age; charts and cards for 
Primary classes. All these are high-grade, edited and 
published by our own people. Samples cheerfully 
furnished. : 

The Graded Lessons are carried in stock and ordé* 
promptly filled. We can also furnish many «uditional 
supplies and items of equipment for Sunday-echooils. 
Let us have your iiguiries. 
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“Eternity.” By Rev. R. Lee Kirkland, D. D... 6 
“A New Heaven and a New Earth.” By Rev. 
F. H. Peters, D. D. 
“Success and Failure.” (Poetry) 
H. Washburne, D. D. 
“Living in the Light of God.” By the Late 


Rev. Alexander Maclaren, D. D. ..........- 8 
“Value of the Local Missionary Society.” By 

Rev. EB. K. MeCord ....ccccccccecccvcceres 11 
“Stray Thoughts.” By E. P. Winfrey ........ 9 
“The Shepherd Heart.” By E. Herman .. ... 10 
“Let George Tell It.” By George See ........ il 


“‘The Survival of the Book.” By T. Darley Allen 11 
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THE:HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


CHURCHES OF INDIANA TAKE 
NOTICE 


The Indiana State Conference is asking 
oo its. Mission Secretary, Rev. Clar- 
ence Defur, Frankfort, Indiana, that all the 
Christian churches of the State contribute 
at least ten cents per member per year: (1) 
for the cancellation of the notes held against 
the conference as an organization; (2) to 
strengthen and build up weak churches in 
the State; and (3) to enable us to begin 
work in the important centers among us. A 
comprehensive appeal has been sent to all 
pastors and church clerks, asking for this 
offering to be made in February. This ap- 
peal has been sent to you, brother pastor, 
and neighbor congregation, because of a 
most urgent need. It is backed = prayers 
coming from hearts that know the strain 
and feel the burden. 

Surely 
matter, take the offering, make it what it 
should be—ten cents per member—and send 
it to the Secretary, Rev. L. E. Smith, 259 
East High Street, Huntington, Indiana, 
who will receipt you personally and through 
THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. Make it 
possible for your church and pastor to be 
placed on the Honor Roll. Your cooperation 
and support will be ou appreciated. 

L. E. SmitTuH, Secretary. 


259 East. High St., Huntington, Ind. 





Official Information 


NEW ADDRESSES 


ev. Jesse E. Jones, Route A, Richmond, Indiana. 

. M. B. Fisk, 6 Stone St., Binghamton, N. Y. 

. A. M. Lockwood, Fruitland, Md. 

T. E. White, Sanford, N. C. 

Rev. Jos. B. Fisher, R. D., Nappanee, Ind. 

. Belle H. Hook, Greenville, N. Y. 

. Edward F. Mellott, Stanfordville, N. Y. 

. J. H. Lightbourne, R. D. 3, South Whitley, Ind. 
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PASTOR WANTED 


J ‘The Christian churches at Bloomington, Ringwood, 


and Markham, are anxious to get a minister. If you 
know of any open for engagement, will you kindly 
send their names and addresses to Mr. Joseph Grove, 
Ringwood, Ont., —,. and greatly oblige, 


ours ,. 
W. H. Jones. 
Bloomington, Ont., Canada, 
November 5, 1917. 


PASTOR WANTED 


At the recent annual meeting of the Christian 
church at Morganville, N. Y., Frank W. March, of 
Sou N. Y., was elected chairman of the 


Any one wishing to apply, 
Mr. March as above. 


NOTICE 


I read occasionally in THe Heratp or GosPe, LB- 
ERTY that there is a great scarcity of ministers. Now 
I have had some years of experience preaching the 
gospel and have not been wholly without 





NOTICE TO CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


As most of our churches already know, the 
barkation camp for our soldiers who te go 
is located in the city 
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The 
Christian Annual 
1918 


ORDER A COPY OF IT NOW 


Price, 50c per copy, postpaid. 


The Herald of Gospel Lib- | 
erty one year and 1918 
Annual for $2.10, if full re- 


mittance accompanies order. 
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THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 


ASSOCIATION 
Fifth and Ludlow Streets 
DAYTON, OHIO 








them among thirty or forty thousand men. When 
writing your men, state to them that our church is 
located in the East End of the city, just a few blocks 
from Camp Stuart. Ask them to drop in for a service 
and make themselves known. - 

Send all communications to J. V. Knight, Pastor 
East End Christian Church, 1018 25th Street, New- 















od SSeS tay etre 
KEEP THEIR NAMES BEFORE YOU 
‘OUR COUNTRY’S DEFENDERS”’ 
The accompanying picture tells the story. 


Inscribe their names upon the roll. The 
boys who fight for good “Old Glory.” 


Their Records Hang Upon the Wall 


This beautiful photogravure Honor Roll, size 
16x20 inches, “Old Glory” shown in her 
virgin colors. Every schoolroom should 
have one, also every church and home. The 
Father of His Country, the Emancipator of 
His Country and the Defender of Democracy 
and Defenders of Their Country. Price, 5@c. 


‘THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
Fifth and Ludlow Sts. Dayten, Ohie 














